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Above: A lovely Line-up of Commers at the official opening of the Association of Rootes Car Club’s new Archive Centre Trust building - seen at the rear on 
the right - at the Apollo Office Park, at Wroxton, near Banbury. Perkins-powered VA breakdown, AAO 797A, plus TS3-powered HSU 159A, CSV 268, MNM 328 
and LDL 345, flank the 1936 Lyons van, CXM 275 - all well-known vehicles, but it’s great to see them all together Like this, along with many Rootes Groups 
cars of different types. 


A suitable destination cropped up 
for ride in the country on 'Drive- 
it Day', on Sunday, April 22nd, in 
my classic car - yes, after all the 
years of wishing and hoping, 
and so many false starts with rusty wrecks in 
my younger days, I finally have something to 
be proud of sitting in my garage. 

I was invited to the official opening of the 
Association of Rootes Car Club's new Archive 
Centre Trust building, a nice new unit on a 
small business park, near Banbury. It was 
formally opened by the Rev William Rootes and 
Lord Nicholas Rootes, with over 100 Rootes 
Group vehicle owners, with their cars and, yes, 
vans and lorries in attendance and a good day 
was had by all. 

The new building offers a home to a vast 
collection of archive material, including 
thousands of original factory drawings of 
vehicles and parts, which will be invaluable 
to restorers and those getting parts re¬ 
manufactured, as well as a most welcoming 
meeting room for the clubs to use. 

A number of positive things come to mind. 
Firstly, it's great to see car and lorry owners 
getting together at an event like this. Trustee 
and organiser, Andy Bye said he actually had 
to limit the numbers because of the space 
available for parking, such was the interest 
from vehicle owners. 

Secondly, it's great to see such an archive 
brought together and made available to 
everyone who might wish to make use of it. I 
know this isn't the only facility of its kind, other 
makes'archives have been saved in this way 
as well, so everyone else take this comment to 


include you all. 

Thirdly, this is a wonderful way of bringing 
the past and the present together, with those 
who are preserving our motoring heritage 
with the archive and those who are running 
classic vehicles, which shows the way things 
used to look - albeit perhaps a little too 
clean and immaculate and, in the case of the 
commercials, possibly not in their original 
liveries. 

This is much the same as we try to do with 
Vintage Roadscene. Our main aim is to present 
archive pictures and other material - Malcolm 
Bates and I have become rather hooked on 
period adverts at the moment, they seem to 
convey the atmosphere of their times, as well 
as background to the vehicles we're interested 
in - backed up with stories of the times and 
facts and figures, hopefully, in an interesting 
way. 

But we also need to relate all this to what's 
going on now. We have some correspondence 
from readers about the content of the 
magazine in this issue - and would be happy to 
receive more, so we produce what the majority 
want to see. We tend to leave the restoration 
articles to the other titles, but at least some 
of our readers like to see rally reports (surely 
they wouldn't send in their pictures otherwise, 
would they?) and articles about models and 
other ways of keeping the'vintage roadscene' 
alive. 

It's all a question of balance and I hope we 
get it about right, as we try to do with relation 
to vehicle types; mainly lorries, but also a share 
for buses, emergency vehicles, vans and so on, 
with just a mention of the cars in the pictures. 


This seems to reflect most readers'interests. We 
try to please as many people, most of the time, 
as much as we can. 

The awful wet spring we've been having has 
put a bit of a damper on the rally scene, with 
some events on grass being called off, most 
upsetting for those who've been planning and 
working towards these for months. 

As I write this, I'm looking forward to 
watching the Historic Commercial Vehicle 
Society's London to Brighton Run in a few 
days (in the HCVS's 60th year - interest in old 
vehicles is nothing new) and the Classic & 
Vintage Commercial Show at Gaydon in June. 

A new restoration or two is usually introduced 
at one or other of these events. I hope you all 
get out and enjoy some of the action around 
the country and, if not, there's always Vintage 
Roadscene... 



This month’s Scenes Past features 
articulated Lorries. I’ve tried to choose an 
interesting selection of different types from 
the Chris Hodge‘Stilltime’archive, with 
emphasis on the ordinary’types we used 
to see on the roads daily.There have been 
all sorts f reasons for operators choosing to 
run artics and our pictures reflect just some 
of them. (CHC aay462) 
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FIRE ENGINES IN ART 


RON HENDERSON reaches a significant milestone, commemorating his long-standing contributions in style... 



Above: Painting No 1 is a water colour painting of a pre-war LeyLand pump escape from Stafford, painted in 1985. As the client just wanted the 
appliance only, the result is a well-detailed profile of the vehicle that stands out from the background. 

A s this is the 150th '999 Scene' 
article published in Vintage 
Roadscene, going back 
to the days when 'Steve' 

Stevens-Stratton was editor, 

I decided to commemorate the event with 
something a little different and feature 
some vivid illustrations of fire service 
artwork. 

The 999 Scene editor was fortunate in 
being gifted with the talent of being able 
to reproduce his favourite emergency 
vehicles on paper and canvas and, in his 
early years, would spend many hours 
watching vehicles. On returning home, the 
subjects would be sketched and replicas of 
them constructed with his Meccano set. 

Right: Painting No 2 is another water 
colour painting, of a classic Dennis F12 
pump escape from Middlesbrough Fire 
Brigade. Hoses have been included to 
add a bit of working environment to the 
subject and there is a hint of background 
to add some colour contrast. 
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Above: This one was a personal exercise in fine work to reproduce 
an image in the manner of those classic centre-spreads in the Eagle 
comics.The subject is a 1954 Commer/Miles water-tender escape 
from Northumberland County Fire Brigade, with which the author 
attended his first fire call, and can actually be reproduced from 
memory, as he was associated with it for many years. 

Right: This oil painting is Northumberland County Fire Brigade’s 
Gosforth Fire Station, situated beyond an archway on the High 
Street, which was part of the Great North Road, a few miles north 
of Newcastle upon Tyne. On a fine day, the doors were open as 
depicted in the painting and this view remained unchanged for 
over 20 years, until the fire station was incorporated into the new 
county of Tyne & Wear. 
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Living on the edge of the countryside, 
the local farmers produced good examples 
of tractors and combine harvesters, while 
road builders offered steam-rollers and 
tar-layers as suitable subjects. Later, when 
the fire brigade was witnessed attending 
to a car fire, attention was directed to fire 
engines and many rudimentary sketches 


were reproduced of those subjects. 

It was not until I reached my mid-30s 
that consideration was given to adding 
colour to my scrawls, prompted by the 
birthday gift of a water colour paint set, 
which laid in the cupboard for some years, 
until boredom prompted the box being 
dusted off for a close look at the contents. 


Being self-taught, it was initially not an easy 
process, with many trials and tribulations to 
get certain colour tones correct. 

On occasions, adding successive colours 
to the mixing tray to get the colours right, 
ended up with a big splodge of'mud', 
which resulted in it being scraped off 
and, as the old saying goes, it was'back 



- 






This oil painting depicts one of three Leyland 
Cub fire engines, bought by Newcastle City 
Fire Brigade in 1937. One of them regularly 
turned out to the author’s hometown, in 
company with a Northumberland Commer 
fire engine, when the Local youngsters set fire 
to the neighbouring cornfields. In the early 
painting days, it was accurately reproducing 
the burgundy colour that resulted in a big 
splodge of‘mud’on the palette. 
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Right: Artists talk about warm colours, such 
as browns and reds, and cold colours, such 
as whites and blues. This oil painting is 
a warm or even hot painting of a Royal 
Air Force rear-engined ALvis Salamander 
disgorging its cargo of foam onto a 
crashed aircraft. 


to the drawing board...' However, with 
perseverance and the perusal of books 
from the library, things gradually improved 
and suitable results eventually ensued. 

Initially, watercolour paint was the 
preferred medium, as it is relatively clean 
and good fine detail could be obtained 
with fine brushworkon a paper base, but 
this was only really suitable for smaller 
works. Also being in possession of a set of 
oil paints, which was an unused Christmas 
gift from a work colleague, the courage was 
obtained to try this medium. 

Again, the library was consulted regarding 
the equipment and techniques involved 
in working with oil paints and, with trial 
and error and self-criticism, suitable results 
were eventually obtained. Working with 
oils was a lot more messy and smelly, with 
the odour of white spirit being used as the 
diluting medium, and the paints were a 
lot harder to remove from clothing in the 
absence of a traditional white smock coat 
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and black beret. 

Eventually, suitable competence and 
confidence was gained to branch out from 
transport subjects and paint a variety of 
other subjects, ranging from ships and 
aircraft to animal portraits. The portrayal 
of subjects has always remained a hobby 
rather than a business, although subjects 
have been supplied to third parties when 


requested and time permitted. 

It has been an enjoyable and fulfilling 
occupation, with a lot of satisfaction when 
the subject matter comes to fruition. 

The main principle to the paintings is 
'paint what you see'. It is akin to taking a 
photograph with your eyes, storing it in the 
brain and then developing it onto a canvas 
with one's hands. Simple...! 


t- 


Around 1962, a sneak exploration by bicycle, without parents’ permission, was made to 
Newcastle’s Woolsington Airport, to see what aviation treasures Lay therein and to see what fire 
engines were based at the airport. Reproduced here is a recollection painted many decades 
Later. In those days, every time an aeroplane arrived or departed, three firemen, accommodated 
in the hut in the background, were summoned by three bells, whereupon they would repair 
to the fire engines and start the engines until the manoeuvre was completed. The Bedford 
was crewed by one man; the rest of the crew was made up from baggage handlers. Behind 
the Land Rover is the control tower. This painting is on display in the fire station at Newcastle 
International Airport. 
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Above: Painting classic vehicles, such as this AEC Mercury of Bradford Fire Brigade is a 
pleasurable experience, as they evoke many nostalgic memories. The design of this 
Merryweather machine features clean lines, with smooth panels, unlike the modern plastic- 
fronted vehicles, with all their complex nooks and crannies and protruding bits of bodywork. 


Left: A request to paint four coats of arms for two fire engines, attached to the Mansfield Fire 
Museum, prompted the use of a new painting medium. Aluminium plates were provided and, 
after the outline sketch was drawn with a felt-tipped pen, the colours were applied using the 
small tins of paints that plastic modellers used for construction kits. 


Mf noprson 
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Above: A visit to the Irish Republic was rewarded by seeing three of these Dennis F2 fire engines preserved with fire brigades in Cork, Waterford 
and Limerick. Although built to the traditional pre-war design they date from the mid-1950s. 
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Scenes 

Remembered 



Allan Bedford and Barry Lucking follow thier comprehensive history ofHarber Bros of Swan ley in last month's issue, 
with a complementary look at another haulier nearby, which joined Harbers in being taken over by BRS. 



Above: One of Brown’s regular loads in season was hops, which 
were collected from the local growers for delivery to the 
London Hop Exchange in Borough High Street. The company’s 
second vehicle, a Leyland, by now converted to pneumatics on 
the front axle, is seen with a well-roped load of hop pockets 
in 1930. 


T he Brown family farmed at Pedham Place, Swanley, 
which was adjacent to a stretch of the new A20 
arterial road, under construction in the early 1920s. 
This is now next to Junction 3 of the busy M25. 
Harber Brothers vehicles were to be seen moving 
material and men around this vast chalky landscape, soon after 
the end of World War I. Reg Brown, the farmer's son, invested 
in a Dartford-built Hallford in 1922, and soon found work there 
and from the local farming community and the merchants 
supplying them. His vehicles were kept at Priory Lane, Eynsford. 

Over the years, he purchased a variety of makes and, by 1938, 
his 25th vehicle, a Leyland Lynx entered service. 

In 1949, the Brown fleet was acquired by the Road Haulage 
Executive, becoming British Road Services unit A251, and 
joined neighbouring, Harber Brothers, in the newly formed BRS 
North West Kent Group (3A). 


A late example of a Ford TT’, fleet no 3, KM 4882, was registered 
on 28/5/26 and supplied by'Barlip of Gravesend’. 





With thanks to: 

■ Dr Susan Pittman, Farningham & Eynsford Local History Society 

Bibliography: 

■ A Farming Century, William Alexander 1991 
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Above: Four years after buying his first wagon, a HaLLford, Reg Brown 
purchased a second from Arlington Motors (Later a well-known Bedford 
Agent) Fleet no 4, KM 7014, was registered on 2/8/26, and was among 
the Last HaLLfords built. Like the Leyland, it was Later fitted with 
pneumatics on the front. 



Above: Following Harbers steam ambitions, Browns also tried a 
Garrett, wagon no 35383, fleet no 6, KR 4191, which was new in May 
1930 and is seen here carrying a good Load. 



Above: This Ford ‘AA’, perhaps a County‘Sussex’ six-wheeled conversion, 
was registered GC 9502, in London, early in 1930. 


Above: Browns fleet no 8, an early AEC Mammoth, is seen before 
registration. (BCVM) 


R.E.G. Brown Eynsford, vehicles acquired by R.H.E. 2/11/49 Unit No. A251 


Make Model 

Reg No. 

Chassis No. 

Date Reg 

N.W. Kent (3A) 

Medway (4A) 

Description 

Disposal details 

AEC Matador 

AKR673 

0645099 

28/3/34 

85 

448 

7t flat 

D7/55 

Matador 

HKM324 

Unknown 

28/2/46 

86 

449 

7t flat 

D7/55 

AEC Mammoth Major 

EKJ564 

0386232 

15/6/37 

87 

451 

15t flat 

D7/55 

AEC Mammoth Major 

CXM717 

0336074 

7/36 

88 

452 

15t flat 

D7/55 

Leyland Beaver 

W09534 

Unknown 

5/35 

89 

450 

7t flat 

P11/52 

Leyland Cub 

BYX363 

SK23/5063 

10/35 

90 

429 

7t ds 

U 

Leyland Cub 

BYX364 

SK23/5254 

10/35 

91 

430 

7t ds 

U 

Leyland Cub 

CXF915 

SK23/5723 

4/36 

92 

431 

7t flat 

SA5/53 

Leyland Lynx 

HME254 

201061 

1938 

- 

402 

5t tipper 

T/F Medway 3/51 

Leyland Lynx 

HME664 

Unknown 

7/38 

93 

427 

6t ds 

D7/55 

Leyland Lynx 

FUE507 

201565 

2/39 

94 

428 

6t ds 

SA6/52 

Morris 10 cwt 

DT6901 

S2/TWV18038 

2/36 

97 

425 

Van 

D7/55 


Key to disposal details: 

D = disposal date P=pool SA = Sale/Sale authorised U = Unknown 


With thanks to John Mollett from the records of Mike Houle 
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Above: This Ford ‘BB’, fitted with the Legendary V8 engine, came as a 
semi-trailer unit, available from a number of manufacturers. Fleet 
no 17, CKE 517, was first registered on 3/5/35, and supplied byKT 
Engineering of The Brent, Dartford,the main Ford agent in the 
area for many years. 


Above: A Ford ‘BB’ six-wheeled conversion, fitted with the then 
popular moving-floor body, with the driver demonstrating unloading. 


Right: Now Looking rather well-used, the BB artic is seen 
with a Load of the old conical 17 gallon milk churns. Is that 
a Walls ‘Stop me and buy one’ trike and ice cream man in 
view? 




Above: Browns fleet no 25 was an attractive 1938 Leyland Lynx, registered GMG 695 in Middlesex. This one is not recorded as passing to BRS in 
1949, although several others did so. (BCVM) 
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B.R.S. Swanley (List of ex Harber vehicles) 


Make 

Registration No. 

N.W.Kent Fleet No. (3A) 1949 

Medway Group Fleet No. (4A0 12/50 

Description 

Disposal details 

ERF 

AKR424 

131 

442 

7t flat 

D.7/55 

ERF 

BKT329 

132 

445 

15t flat 

P 9/54 

Albion 

BKT893 

103 

441 

7t flat 

SC 8/52 

Albion 

CKL92 

102 

440 

7t flat 

SC 8/52 

AEC 

DKP958 

111 

454 

15t flat 

P 2/55 

Albion 

FKJ559 

106 

436 

6t d/s 

P 11/52 

Albion 

GKM275 

105 

435 

6t d/s 

SA 3/53 

Bedford 

GKR528 

125 

420 

5t d/s 

SA 1/55 

Bedford 

GKT153 


404 

5t tip 

T/F Medway 3/51 

Bedford 

GKN293 


403 

5t tip 

T/F Medway 3/51 

Albion 

GKN841 

109 

439 

6t d/s 

P2/55 

Albion 

GKN842 

108 

438 

6t d/s 

SA 10/55 

ERF 

GKP455 

128 

443 

121 artic 

D 7/55 

Bedford 

GKP542 

117 

415 

5t tip 

P 1/53 

Bedford 

GKP543 


405 

5t tip 

T/F Medway 3/51 

Bedford 

HKJ690 

119 

416 

5t tip 

PI/53 

Bedford 

HKK246 


401 

5t tip 

T/F Medway 3/51 

Austin 

HKM827 

112 

413 

5t d/s 

D 7/55 

Morris Commercial 

HKT184 

138 

423 

5t tip 

P11./53 

GMC 

JKJ479 

133 

446 

6t flat 

SA 5/52 

GMC 

JKL391 

134 

447 

6t flat 

SA 9/52 

Albion 

KKJ179 

107 

437 

6t d/s 

SA 10/55 

Bedford 

KKJ180 

123 

417 

5t tip 

SA 2/54 

AEC 

KKL145 

110 

453 

15t flat 

To Sittingbourne 10/56 

ERF 

KKL146 

130 

444 

15t flat 

D 7/55 

Bedford 

KKL147 

115 

414 

5t tip 

SA 4/55 

Bedford 

KKL148 

126 

418 

5t tip 

SA 1/55 

Morris Commercial 

KKL149 

139 

424 

5t tip 

SA 5/52 

Morris 

KKP572 

137 

426 

Van 

D 7/55 

Bedford 

KKP573 

127 

419 

5t tip 

SA 3/55 

Foden 

LKM555 

120 

455 

Artic 

D 7/55 


This is not a comprehensive List of Harbers vehicles and Lists only vehicles registered in Maidstone. When offered for sale each vehicle was allotted a 
disposal unit number. 



Above: Among the vehicles acquired from Browns by BRS was a 1937 AEC Mammoth Major eight-wheeler, chassis no 0386232, registered EKJ 564. 
This vehicle was new to Tile Haulage for the Marley fleet, along with five others. At least one more of this batch found its way into the BRS fleet, 
chassis no 0386233, EKP 567, which became unit no 53A187 with the West London Group, as seen here. 
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The late Alan Price remembers his time at the Maidstone & District workshops at Postley. 



street, Postley Road. Surprisingly, at first 
sight this green area was interrupted by 
M&D's Postley Works, which was very much 
a product of the 1920s and '30s. 

Like so much else about M&D, Postley 
carried the hand-print of George French, the 
personality dominating the company for 
the first 40 years of it's existence. However, 
his retirement in the early 1950s had left 
his successors free to develop engineering 
policies for the company, which increasingly 
devolved responsibility to carry out 
particularly the mechanical side of vehicle 
overhauls to the operating depots. 


A s a graduate trainee on 

the British Electric Traction 
company's old three year 
management training 
scheme, Alan Price spent six 
months during 1961 in the Central Works of 
Maidstone & District Motor Services - to all 
the employees of this then 800 plus vehicle 
company - Postley Works, or just'Postley'. 

Southern Maidstone expanded rapidly 
following both World Wars, but while doing 
so, an area of'green amenity land'(South 
Park plus a school playing field) was left 
between the main road south and a minor 


Above: The exterior of Postley Works, 
believed to be at the beginning of World War 
II, complete with a Line of single-deckers 
converted to ambulances to the Left.This and 
the pictures of the interior of the works are 
thought to have been taken for insurance 
purposes. 

Right: M&D single and double-decker buses 
being overhauled for recertification, which 
often amounted to a virtual rebuild every 
few years. This process had not changed by 
the time Alan Price worked at Postley Works 
in the early 1960s. 


Alan Price began and ended his 31 
year career in the bus industry in 
Maidstone, then working at BET 
Group companies, Mexborough & 
Swinton, Yorkshire Woollen, Trent 
and City of Oxford Motor Services, 
before returning to Maidstone 
Borough Council, presiding over 
the change to 'Boro'line' with 
deregulation in the 1980s, before 
retiring to Norfolk. 

He sent us this article before he 
passed away last year, but we have 
only now sorted out suitable pictures 
to complement his words, so this 
interesting and at times amusing 
article and the following part will 
have to act as a tribute to a most 
talented bus company manager. 
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Above: One of the well-regarded Saunders-bodied‘JKM’batch of Bristol K6A double-deckers, which were still being put through full‘COF’(Certificate 
of Fitness) rebuilds in the early 1960s. 


So join me, dressed for protection in my 
Skinners of Hastings 1930s-style dustcoat - 
white with blue facings - in that summer of 
1961, entering Postley Works. The passage 
into the front yard is through wide boarded 
double gates painted the M&D version of 
BET Dark Green. Facing us is the main and 
only vehicle entrance to the works and 
within it a pedestrian wicket. Separate 
from the main building to the right lie the 
lavatories, the canteen and, preserved with 
reverence, a greenhouse-style wooden hut, 
which had served as the company head 
office around the time of World War I. 

Inside the building, immediately through 
the wicket gate and to the right, was sited 
a vast individual card-activated clocking 
on and off time clock and the timekeeper's 
office. It should occur to you that those 
wishing to visit the lavatory had to clock 
off - although the company had, under 
pressure, conceded a lavatory allowance of, I 
think, 20 minutes per week. 

Over the timekeeper's office was a room 
with three functions. It was the ambulance 
room, the foreman's rest room, and where 
Mrs Beddow, the Chairman's wife and a 
semi-invalid,'rested'on her chauffeur-driven 
journeys between their Dover and London 
residences. Fortunately for one of the 
bodybuilders, she had been present, when 
he was carried in on a stretcher having fallen 
on his head from a trestle, while working 

Right: Front axle and steering components 

being refurbished in the works. 


on a double-deck. Madam arose from her 
torpor, displayed her medical training and 
administered complex first aid, thereby 
reportedly saving his life. Subsequently, the 
ambulance room had been re-equipped 
very comprehensively. 

In 1936, the works had been visited by a 
representative of the Commercial Motor. 

His description of the activities carried out 
within the next areas off the central vehicle 
route through the works still applied with 
detail differences in 1961. 

I quote: "The company does all its own 
work, including re-sleeving cylinders, and 


grinding and boring. All parts, after cleaning 
in an ICI chemical plant, are viewed by an 
inspector, who issues requisitions for new 
materials required or usable saved parts at 
his discretion. Engine main bearings and 
big ends are bored on a Churchill Machine... 
crankshafts more than .002 in oval are 
reground, after which complete with big 
ends and main bearings they are handed out 
to the assemblers..." Let's pause at this point 
and return to my experiences in 1961. 

I was spared a spell in the cleaning bay. 

I think this was reward for my time spent 
chassis washing in the snow at Luton Depot 
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Right: An M&DTiLLing-StevensTSlO single- 
decker. Alan’s experience of a Later model 
at Salopia gave him something in common 
with some of the older staff at Postley. 

a few weeks earlier. Ghost-like figures in 
leather caps and aprons stripped units 
arriving from depots, before immersing 
them in fuming vats of chemicals, which 
smelt amazingly like sulphuric acid, before 
retrieving and sorting them into wire crates, 
which were pushed along a raised roller 
route into'Inspection'proper. 

The Chargehand overseeing this was 
Ron Patching, who became a firm friend, 
spreading the news that I would muck-in 
and held tools like a fitter. A sub-part of Ron's 
empire was a bench involved in lapping in 
valves. This was done manually by twisting a 
stick, headed with a rubber sucker, attached 
to the valve, between the hands. The valve 
lay in the head concerned and between 
it and the head was a thin layer of black 
graphite grinding paste. The skill lay in 
ending up with the valve seated in the head 
with no irregular trace of paste remaining. 

I showed some aptitude and spent a fair 
amount of time building up a stock of AEC 
7.7 heads. 

This was a period when some of us still 
had pre-war cars and the British Car industry 
was still full of confidence. Maidstone was 
the spiritual home of the Rootes Group 










and both the company and Ron placed 
their confidence in its products. Ron had 
a pre-war model.The company had the 
current Minx and Sceptre. But the seeds 
of the coming decay, caused by lack of 
investment in development, were evident in 
the number of pre-war designed mechanical 
features common to both Ron's car and the 
company's later examples. 

After my spell on inspection, I transferred 
to unit assembly. My first mentor was 'Jez', 
who 'did'front axles. Jez was about my age, 
and courting one of the Hollerith Girls in 
Traffic Records Office, whose'twin'married 
Brian Reeves, at that time a Schedules Boffin 


(Hastings and Luton Schemes, etc), but later 
to become a senior traffic management 
figure. Jez, like almost all the younger fitters, 
was an ex-Postley apprentice, who had a 
reputation for sailing close to the wind of 
management disapproval. He was very 
much his own man. 

So, on the Monday morning we set to, 
assembling Bristol front axles. The vital thing 
to do was to ensure that there was no slop 
on the kingpins etc, but on the other hand, 
the wheel holding assembly turned freely. 

By late Tuesday afternoon, we had run out 
of baskets of inspected parts and the shop 
steward was looking at us'funny'. 



I Above: Engines being rebuilt for further service in the M&D workshops. 
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Above and right: Major work on 
overhauling mechanical components 
before refitting to vehicles was carried out 
at the central works, as with many other 
bus and Lorry operators. 


Not Quite Cricket... 

Jez politely asked if I would like to try 
something a bit more complicated, and we 
started on the front axle of a wartime Guy. 
No matter what I did, there was slop all over 
the place. Jez left me to my own devices, 
until I declared that either we would have 
to return 'the basket'to Inspection as 
really scrap, or we needed a mass of shims. 
'Shims'- equal discs to take up slack - were 
regarded in engineering circles as'not quite 
cricket'. Rather like Marshall of Cambridge's 
reputed practice of white-metalling worn 
spring hangers on rebuilt army lorries, to get 
them past inspection. Jez gave me a very 
knowing look and produced a box of shims 
from under his bench. 

Basically similar spells followed, first on 
back axles with 'Johnny' Hook, who I seemed 
to spend the next 30 years rescuing from 
various contretemps, mostly of his own 
making, and then on diffs and gearboxes, 
with an older man called Widdowson, who I 
think was a Tilling, as opposed to a Postley- 
trained man. Anyway, I became his friend 
on the basis of my praise for the Tilling 
TSMB10A I had known in my Salopia days. 

Then came a seminal moment in my 
'Postley Period'. There were four or five 
men assembling engines from a mixture of 


reclaimed and new parts. It was considered 
axiomatic that a Postley-built engine 
would outlast any new engine from a 
manufacturer. 

Each fitter took a week to assemble 'his 
engine'. I rather fancied helping to do a 
Gardner or an AEC 7.7, having done my 
share at Luton of fishing, with a bit of coat 
hanger wire, for dropped timing chains on a 
Gardner, and removing the hot heads from a 
just-off-service 7.7 with a tommy bar. 

However'Young Roy' - Roy Wells the 
Foreman over all things mechanical - 
decreed that, after all, I was a trainee and 
should try something new. So I was put 
with the man who would be building a 


Tilling Stevens - CommerTS.This was 
the opposed-piston engine which Tilling 
Stevens had been working on for many 
years, on and off, before it became part of 
the Rootes group. M&D, loyal to a Maidstone 
firm, had taken a fair number of these 
engines, which had rapidly developed a 
reputation for blowing up at inconvenient 
locations and moments. Yet I had known 
them perform successfully in wagons 
hauling meal from Liverpool Docks. Before 
starting assembling our engine, the fitter 
concerned and I had a'brain-storm', even 
consulting the company's engine guru Wally 
Chapel. 

Toothless, hairless and in his 70s at this 
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Right: The well-known Commer/Harrington 
‘Knightrider’executive coach, Largely used 
by senior management, was regarded by 
those at Postleyasone of their babies’ 

time, Wally ran the engine test house which 
contained two test beds and a range of 
photographs, which would put the Pirelli 
Calendar to shame. However, his vast 
experience went back to a spell with Straker 
Squire, which produced unconventional 
engines well before World War I. Wally 
pointed out that, in an opposed-piston 
engine, there was no room for the slightest 
tolerance, in what would normally be the 
bottom end of the engine. 

As a result, using my connection with Ron 
Patching, we made sure that we got a crank 
which had been tested and re-tested for 
flaws, and that the seats for the big ends 
were absolutely identical. Assembling the 
engine was reasonably straight-forward; 
although on the Thursday afternoon we 
had some trouble making sure that the 
liners - wet ones, I seem to remember - 
were absolutely tight and true in the block. 
Complete with a little strip, coded to say 
who had built it, the engine set off for Wally's 
domain on the Friday afternoon, where I was 
to meet it again the next week. 

In 1936, Commercial Motor indicated that: 
"Each engine, after overhaul, is run on gas 
for eight hours at half throttle and four hours 
at full load." My recollection is that Wally ran 
his engines for a much longer period and 
that the fuel was now diesel. The engine test 
house contained two test beds. While Wally 


paid great attention to the gauges measuring 
the engine's health and performance, he also 
relied on listening for any untoward change 
in the tone of their sound and felt for any 
tell-tale unexpected warm spots, occasionally 
making adjustments, sometimes without 
stopping the engine. The Dynameters, to 
give the test beds their'posh' name, were 
first class examples of British Engineering, by 
the old established Worcester firm of Froude, 


which is still going strong today. 

I spent a very pleasant fortnight with Wally. 
The external doors of the test house were 
normally open, to dissipate noise and heat 
and, when not prowling round the engines, 
we reclined in two illicit deck-chairs, looking 
over the town to the spring green of the 
North Downs. My engine - the TS - had to 
be stopped for some adjustment to the shaft 
driving the Roots 'blower', but finally met 



mm 


This 1950s one-ofT Gardner- 


powered Saro integral 
Lightweight single-decker was 
regarded with pride at Postley, 
said to be a Largely M&D 
conception, after a visit by a 
Midland Red underfloor saloon. 


PMASmjENTEft 
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Above: Refurbished engines and other units ready for re-fitting to vehicles as they progressed 
through the workshops. 


units from pre-war vehicles overhauled by 
Postley to the highest standards, to LC1, 
the Knightrider Coach, dating back to the 
era of petrol rationing and conceived as a 
mobile board room cum top-of-the-market 
conveyance, for private parties of the well 
heeled'off to the races'etc (a precursor 
of the team coaches of today and a near 
contemporary of Sheffield United's very 
similar'Gay Adventurer'), plus the conversion 
of a Hastings trolleybus to diesel power 
and one of the industry's great might-have- 
beens, - S065 prognosticated as M&D's 
answer to Midland Red's 'S' saloons, with 
its Saro body and underframe, Gardner 
5HLW engine, David Brown gearbox and 
an unladen weight of 5 tons 17cwt and 
3quarters, in spite of being built like a tank. 


There had been others, but at the time 
of my visit, our Superintendent was 
concentrating on a mechanical machine for 
cleaning paintbrushes and designing, for in 
house production, glass-fibre bus stop plates, 
with a facility for changing the routes shown 
on them at will. Incidentally, the extensive 
glass-fibre shop was the responsibility of the 
Foreman Tinsmith. 

• Our thanks to Phil Moth of PM 
Photography and Brian Weeden of the M&D 
and East Kent Bus Club, for their assistance in 
obtaining suitable pictures to illustrate Alan's 
article. 

We continue Alan's memories of Postley 
Works, the people and vehicles he worked 
with f in next month's issue. 


Wally's approval. Three years later, when 
Superintendent of the Hastings Area, I was 
pleased to find that it was still going strong 
at Bexhill Depot and had accumulated a very 
respectable mileage. 

Spells with the electricians and in the pump 
shop followed. While the purely mechanical 
side of Postley had struck me as first class, 

I felt that, although good, the standard of 
workmanship in these latter two shops was 
exceeded elsewhere. The work on injectors 
etc was beaten, in my view, by that of the 
sole pump fitter at Luton Depot. I believe 
that his training could be traced back to 
Gardners, when Postley had looked to CAV. 
While the electricians at Maidstone Borough 
Transport - ex-trolleybus - proved to be in a 
class of their own. 


Development Projects 

Around this time, I spent some time with 
the Works Superintendent, Mr Colling, who 
was coming towards the end of his career. 

He was obviously happiest when involved 
in development work, being particularly 
responsible for the design of the excellent 
unit stands which I had been involved with. 

In most factories and central works I visited 
over the years, the fitter using a stand could 
rotate the object being repaired to improve 
access; with many of the Postley Stands it 
was also possible to alter the angle at which 
they were being presented! Postley had had 
its share of of development projects over the 
years. 

These ranged from the Beadle divided- 

chassis vehicles, using refurbished running Above: Removing the engine for a double-decker, an operation which will not Look so very 

different even from today’s vehicle workshops. 
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Above: A Limited number of Bedford KM 32-tonners, with the Detroit Diesel 6V-71 two-stroke engine, went into service with customers. This 
example from 1973 was on contract from Beresford Transport, of TunstaLL, Stoke on Trent, to tile manufacturer, H & R Johnson. 


W e start this latest 

instalment of'Suddenly 
it's the 1970s and you 
need a maximum weight 
tractor'with Bedford, 

Ford and Foden. There is logic in this 
selection of manufacturers, though it is not 
immediately obvious - my memory had to 
be jogged through researching these three 
manufacturers to find the link. 

Firstly, pairing Bedford and Ford is 
logical, as these were the European truck 
manufacturing arms of America's two largest 
vehicle manufacturers (and I'm using the 


term 'truck'deliberately here for once). 
Eventually both of these marques, though 
manufacturers of the UK's best-selling 
medium weight trucks, disappeared in the 
1980s - Bedford by closure and Ford through 
the sale of its European truck-building 
operations to Iveco in 1986. 

And now, you well might reasonably ask, 
just where does Foden fit into this month's 
instalment? Well easily is the answer. It's 
obvious, even though I had long forgotten 
this fact until writing this piece, but Foden 
built the last few hundred Transcontinentals 
for Ford, after it had closed its Amsterdam 


plant, where this model was previously built. 

Let's start with Bedford, which was riding 
high in the medium weight truck sector 
at the start of the 1970s. The company's 
expansion up the weight range was rocky 
- the KM range introduced in 1966 did a 
reasonable job at 16 tons gvw, powered by 
its newly developed 466 ci diesel engine. 

But this power unit definitely struggled in 
24 ton gvw KM rigids and, frankly, was quite 
breathless running with high volume semi¬ 
trailers in 24 ton gcw KM artics. 

In comparison with Bedford's long-running 
330 engines, I always thought that the 
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Above: A1974 Launch picture of a Bedford 
TM 32 ton tractor unit, fitted with the 
narrow D-Type cab (here with optional air- 
conditioning unit), with a York fra me Less 
van trailer. 

Right: Bedford’s TM ‘Long-Haul’ concept 
vehicle looked dramatic, but did not help 
make the model a best-seller. This had 
the sleeper version of the wider cab and a 
Cummins engine. 

466 had no'sparkle', and was not nearly as 
'bulletproof'as its admittedly less powerful 
relative. As such, Bedford soon replaced the 
466 with the reworked 500 engine, which 
was eventually turbocharged for later use 
in theTM. And was, I believe - though I had 
absolutely no operating experience of it - a 
much better engine. 

Anyway, Bedford realised early on in the 
1970s that it required more power if it was 
to succeed in the maximum weight artic 
sector. Cue the 6V71 7.0 litre, two-stroke V6 
Detroit Diesel-powered KMR - which made 
its debut on the Australian market in 1971, 
followed by its UK launch in 1973. With 195 
bhp, the KMR was adequately-powered for 
32 ton gcw operation - and the driveline, 
with its Lipe Rollway twin plate clutch and 
Fuller range change gearbox was suitably 
heavy duty. 

But, with the best will in the world, it was 
hard to overlook the fact that the KMR was a 
lash-up. There was a large amount of Detroit 
Diesel's finest and associated ancillaries 
untidily sticking out from under the back 
of the lightly-modified KM cab. To be fair 
to Bedford, the company realised that the 
KMR was not the full production deal, but it 


enabled the engineers to gain real-time UK 
operational experience at 32 tons gcw.This 
would align with contemporary accounts 
that the bulk of the KMR's small production 
run served in Bedford's own UK works 
transport fleet. 

Bedford's production-ready maximum 
weight tractor swiftly followed in 1974, with 
the UK launch of theTM range. This boasted 
a smart new tilt cab, which was available in 
narrow and full width day cab and full width 
sleeper cab formats. Initially, maximum 
weight TM tractors could only be specified 
with Detroit Diesel 6V71 and 8V92 engines. 

It soon became apparent that these 
high-revving two-stroke diesels were not 
most UK operators'cup of tea. TheTM was 


eventually made available with a choice of 
three Cummins Big Cam E Series engines at 
the start of the 1980s, followed by the same 
maker's smaller LI 0 engines. 

In your author's humble opinion, theTM 
deserved greater success than it achieved 
- the range's faltering start with the wrong 
engine choice for the market, combined 
with an uncertain UK economic climate, 
held it back in its early days, then Bedford's 
pre-closure struggles later in its life probably 
did nothing to help its efforts to challenge 
established maximum weight tractor unit 
manufacturers. 

Moving on to Ford - like Bedford - another 
of the UK's major players in the medium 
truck sector. However, Ford had ventured 
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Right: The Ford Transcontinental entered 
the market in 1975, joining a number 
of high-profile fleets, Like that of wine 
merchants Saccone & Speed. 


further up the weight range than its Luton- 
based competitor. The D Series tractor range, 
thanks to the availability of higher power 
V8 Cummins and Perkins engine options, 
was made in up to 28 ton gcw format. In 
operational terms, with either the Cummins 
or Perkins V8, the D Series could handle 24 
ton gross operation with noisy aplomb, but 
had little power left in hand at 28 ton gcw. 

This was still not enough for the majority 
of UK operators, who wanted 32 ton tractor 
units. Ford, as mentioned a number of times 
last year in Vintage Roadscene, produced 
three experimental D Series three-axle 
tractors for 32 ton operation for trialling by 
specially selected operators. These were 
extremely unusual vehicles, in that they were 
powered by two of Ford's own six cylinder 
truck engines, in an attempt to get the power 
required for 32 ton operation. 

These bi-motor tractors suffered all the 
usual problems discovered by the few other 


Above: In the early 1970s, Ford’s heaviest 
tractor unit was the 28 ton gcw D2817, 
fitted with the Perkins V8. An example in 
Atlas Express Livery, seen on the Ml, shows 
how it was on top of a trailer-load of 
parcels, but many operators needed a 32 
ton capacity. 


(mainly continental) manufacturers who 
previously experimented with this format. 

It was the complexity and sheer size of the 
duplex driveline that did for this format - 
and so it was with these Ford experimental 
units. 

Instead Ford developed and introduced 
theTranscontinental range in 1975 - which 
was immediately distinguished by its high 
mounted, much modified, Berliet tilt cab. Or, 
as one of the drivers of a Bedford TK artic at 


the scaffolding company which I was then 
working for, uttered on his first sight of a 
Transcontinental,"It's just like a ******* block 
of flats." 

Like the Bedford TM, this was another 
vehicle that was launched in the difficult 
UK economic climate prevailing in the mid- 
1970s. Even though it was extensively tested 
and used well-proven major componentry, 
theTranscontinental did not realise Ford's 
high expectations - with less than 9,000 built 
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A great cut-away drawing of 
a Cummins-powered Ford 
Transcontinental 4427 tractor unit. 


work at very high gross weights. 

During its nine year production life, 
the bulk of Transcontinental production 
took place at Ford's Amsterdam plant, 
where 8,231 were made. On the closure 
of this plant, production was contracted 
to Foden in Sandbach, where the last 504 
Transcontinentals were assembled. 

Foden was a long-established and well- 
regarded manufacturer. At the start of the 
1970s, the company was trying to abandon 
its usual idiosyncratic - and as it eventually 
had proved, unprofitable - approach to 
truck-making, for a more rational way of 
doing things. As such, it began the 1970s 
having carried out a degree of rationalisation 
with its extensive range of cabs and chassis 
but, by any standard, the company was 
producing too many different models. 

Early in the decade, Foden gained a massive 
contract to build trucks for military use. There 
were problems in the execution of this order, 
which resulted in financial difficulties for 


during its 1975 to 1984 production life. 

Turbocharged Cummins 14 litre engines 
were standard across the Transcontinental 
range. However, initially there was also a 
naturally aspirated Cummins 15 litre engine 
specifically developed for Ford for this new 
range. 

I believe that Ford was not convinced 
about the merits of turbocharging and had 
Cummins develop a longer stroke, naturally 
aspirated version of its 14 litre engine 
specially for theTranscontinental.This engine 
did not prove popular with customers, the 
majority being ordered with Cummins 14 
litre, turbocharged NTC 290-350 engines and 
later by the Big Cam E Series range. 

Ford had developed theTranscontinental 
for gross weights of up to 44 tons. As such, it 
was a heavy truck - even after Ford's ongoing 
weight reduction programme - too heavy for 
32 tons gcw. But, it was strong and the range 
proved itself with owner-drivers and small 
hauliers on Middle East and other long-haul 




The Ford Transcontinental Lived up to its 
name, finding its place with international 
hauliers on ‘TIR’work. 


Foden - such that it narrowly avoided being 
taken over by Rolls Royce. 

These military trucks used the all-steel 
S90 cab. But, previous to this in the early 
1970s, Foden had developed a fibreglass 
tilt cab, called the S80. And, for a new 
lightweight 6x4 chassis for truck mixer/tipper 
applications Foden updated its elderly S39 
cab. And, showing that old habits die hard, 
Foden then reworked it's relatively recently 
introduced S80 cab to become the S83 cab. 

Confused - well I certainly am - but wait 
the situation then gets more complex. By 
the middle of the 1970s, it was obvious that 
Foden needed to get its act together, cut 
costs and develop a range of trucks that 
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would appeal to the wider market, rather 
than build vehicles for niche applications or 
individual operator requirements. 

Foden then addressed the problem of 
getting some volume selling trucks in its 
range - and as you might guess - this 
involved yet more new cabs. Launched at 
the end of 1977 in London's Europa Hotel, 
were the Fleetmaster and Haulmaster ranges 
- which were both highly rated by the 
technical press at the time. 

I mention the launch hotel deliberately, as 
even over 40 years later, the venue sticks in 
my mind. I was there, wearing my Cummins 
hat, the evening before the launch (I 
vaguely remember that one of the cut away/ 
motorised/show-finished E 290 engines 
was on display) when I became aware that 
getting the new Foden tractor units, via a lift, 
into the hotel's basement ballroom, because 
of its incredibly restricted access, was a 
major problem. 

My long-time colleague Adrian Graves 
(then Foden's PR man) was masterminding 


This S40-cabbed unit joined 
the Ryder Truck Rental fleet at 
around the same time as the S39- 
equipped vehicle above. 


m 


m 




Typical of early 1970s Fodens 
was this 1972 S39-cabbed 32 
ton unit, with a Gardner 180 
and 12-speed gearbox. 


the operation, which looked as if it had 
reached an impasse. He then had the brain¬ 
wave of taking the wheels off the trucks 
and pushing them into the lift, precariously 
balanced on trolley jacks. The exact details - 
after all this time - escape me, but if anyone 
tells you that being a PR man (at least in the 
truck business) is not real work, then you 


know that they are talking through their hat. 
You had to think very quickly on your feet in 
those days and Adrian certainly did on that 
occasion. 

The new Fleetmaster and Haulmaster 
proved to be excellent trucks - sporting 
as they did two new, almost identical, but 
different cabs - well they were Fodens... The 



Above left: A step forward in 1974 for Foden was the S80 cab. A Rolls-Royce 280 Eagle diesel powered the sleeper version seen here in the Livery 
of L G Perfect of Great Yarmouth, haulier and Foden distributor, which appeared at that year’s Earls Court show. Above right: The Foden S80 cab 
could be tilted hydraulically for major work, but the front grille Lifted and the radiator tilted forward for regular servicing. 


24 June 18 


www.roadscene.com 


























Above Left: Foden’s new‘Universal’ range, featuring the 
S90 cab, with either Cummins f Rolls-Royce power, 
which entered the market in the Late 1970s, included 
the Haulmaster, which initially featured the Large 
single headlights seen here. 


Above right: The Foden S90 steel cab was first 
developed for a new medium mobility military gun 
tractor, seen here on test in 1974. 


Right: A side view of the sleeper version of the S90 


Below: Foden continued to confuse the enthusiast 
- and probably operators as well - with its range 
of specifications. Both these tractor units were 
described as Fleetmasters, but one had a split 
windscreen on the S10 composite day cab, with a 
Gardner 6LXC engine, while the other had a single 
screen S95 all-steel sleeper cab and was powered 
a Cummins E290. 
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Fleetmaster, which was the premium 
specification model, had a new version 
of the S90 steel tilt cab (in day and 
sleeper formats) and was available with 
the Cummins E290 and other more 
powerful engines. 

The Haulmaster had a new, lighter 
steel/glass-fibre composite tilt cab and 
was designed for UK operation at 32 
tons gcw. Haulmasters were initially 


recognisable by their huge round single 
headlights, which were later changed 
to the Fleetmaster's quad light set up - 
just to confuse us enthusiasts. 

Both were good trucks by any 
standard and sold well - but it was all 
too little too late to save Foden. The 
company lapsed into receivership and 
then into the arms of Paccar at the turn 
of the 1980s. 




























Having recently discovered that Flettner 
Ventilators, the specialist component 
manufacturer, was still in business, 

Malcolm Bates has been delving into his 
archives to look at other manufacturers and 
suppliers of components that were once part 
of a great British Industry. Where are they 
now? Many have not survived 'the foreign 
invasion'. But, as Malcolm suggests, many 
more might have done so had British bosses 
been more forward thinking and had invested 
in better design. 

A s road transport enthusiasts, we all 
tend to have our favourite makes 
of lorry, don't we? AEC or Leyland? 
Foden or ERF? Scammell or...? Well, 
obviously, there is no lorry on this 
earth that can match a Scammell. My father once 
said that the only thing that could recover a stuck 
Diamond T tank transporter in the North African 
desert was a Scammell - tank and all. But my point 
is this - any lorry make or model is only as good 
as the sum total of its parts. The components used 
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THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR 


Scpi ember 24, 1954 


they can depend on 

3 h i* "M.T." a ••’ W.T." range of Commercial 
Vahiclai Batier.es ha* been introduced to meet the 
demand for a thin plate, high performance battery 
of lighter overall weight and lower initial co*c yet 
retaining all the manufacturing and research 
advantage* of the "Heavy Duty " type*. 

Luca* Patent Porou* Rubber Separator* combined 
with a gla» wool pad againtt each potitive plate 
effectively serves to retain the active material; but 
doe* not Impede the free accca* and dlffuiion of 
the add. 

Supplied in either well tried and totted ebonite 
jars in hard oak crate*, or moulded monobloc 
containers tested to 60,000 volu. 


Above: Ah, the Loneliness of the night trunker?The flat cap and the headline 
suggest this driver is driving a ‘heavy’ Lorry, but the dashboard layout and closeness 
of the windscreen suggest it might only be something like a semi-forward 
control Bedford. Never mind, it’s nicely painted and confirms that, as late as 1954, 
commercial vehicle batteries still came in a wooden case. (The Commercial Motor 
Sept 24th, 1954) 


Left: We can tell our man here is the boss because here’s wearing nice waistcoat, 
rather than grubby overalls, or a regulation donkey jacket. Vehicles off the road 
due to brake problems might sound Like an unlikely scenario these days, but even 
as late as the 1980s weren’t there huge numbers of Iveco ‘Eurocargos’ off the road 
due to a shortage of Italian-made brakes parts? The situation was made worse by 
the fact that Iveco wouldn’t allow the fitting of readily available - and better quality 
-‘pattern’ parts from British suppliers at the time, under warranty? Here our man 
seems to have an odd-looking Ford and what could be a Seddon to sort out. He’d 
better get those Ferodo parts then - the Commercial Motor Show of 1954 at Earls 
Court is (or rather, was) the finest exhibition facility in the UK at which to see the 
latest trends in transport. Just think. Within a couple of years, he’ll be able to see 
imported Volvos and Mercedes lorries for the first time. Not that they’ll ever catch 
on in Britain of course... 
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Oldham can lake it/ 


When it's tough going all the way, you can depend on your battery 
— if it’s an Oldham. Oldham Heavy Duty batteries ior 
commercial vehicles have strength, life and stamina built 
expertly into them — as users all over the world will agree. All over the world 

too. Oldham batteries of all types are giving top Quality, long life service. Where a 
high power-to-weight ratio is essential, the new range of lightweight 

Power batteries is unsurpassed. Put an end to your battery problems 
by remembering always to specify 



Left: At Last! A drawing of lorry we can 
actually recognise! It’s clearly meant to 
be a Commer and we’d all like to think it 
was drowning out the birdsong with the 
yowl of that ‘TS3’ diesel engine as the 
cloth cap-wearing driver adopts the cliche 
driving position of elbow out of the open 
cab window (whatever the weather) and 
Looking backwards - rather than where 
he’s going. There must be a Load of at 
least fifteen tons on this Long wheelbase 
tipper body - suggesting that the vehicle 
is operating in a British territory overseas. 
Thank God he has the reassurance that 
there’s an Oldham battery to restart his 
hard-worked Lorry, once he’s got up the road 
a piece to the nearest Greasy Spoon - or‘EL 
Sordidos’as transport caffs were probably 
referred to in overseas territories! (British 
Commercial Vehicle Industry Book) 


hundreds of specialist component 
suppliers. Possibly thousands, if we include 
the manufacturers of nuts, bolts and 
washers, various rubber bushes and all 
sorts of gaskets. They all had to be made 
by someone. And the most amazing fact is 
that, in most cases, there would be three, 
four or five different British manufacturers 
and suppliers, all competing with each 
other for the business. In much the same 
way that the manufacturers of the lorries 
themselves competed for orders from end- 
users? Exactly. 

SMOKE AND MIRRORS 

Some of those companies were part of a 
larger engineering, or steel manufacturing 


46 


in its construction. And, truth 
be told, even the vehicles that 
might have been portrayed as a 
product made up almost entirely 
of'in-house'components, such 
as Fords or Bedfords, still relied 
on... Well, literally lorry loads' 
of components from outside 
suppliers, in order to complete 
their manufacture. 

How do I know this? Well, there 
are several ways. For example, we 
could look at the photographs 
taken by Peter Davies during 
his time at Bedford Trucks. We 
might suppose that being part 
of the mighty (as it was at the 
time) General Motors empire, just 
about every part of a Bedford 
would have been made in either 
Luton or Dunstable. Not so. 


Peter's photographs - many of 
which were taken in the yard 
outside the'goods inwards'or 
receiving stores, in what we must 
assume was his lunchbreak - 
feature all sorts of parts arriving 
from all parts of the UK. 

Or? Or, we could look through 
various trade magazines of 
whatever period interests us 
most. The large'Show Issues' 
of each of the road transport- 
related magazines of the day 
help illustrate that in addition 
to the 20 or more individual 
brands of commercial vehicles 
once produced in Great Britain 
- of which only a few, like 
Bedford, Ford and Dodge were 
not under British management 
and ownership - there were 


Above: Although primarily aimed at overseas buyers, the British 
Commercial Vehicle Industry book - published by Temple Press, the 
publisher of‘The Commercial Motor’-was the bible of the transport 
industry at home as well, back in the 1950s and early’60s. 
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Fleet after fleet has switched to 
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Esidc KHV, the ligliicij less buHfcy, heavy 
duly battery wSiti greater rcibusTtt-es^ 
longer lifen higher starting perform ance 
and lower initial cost, is no longer one 
of those innovation* of which the 
cautious man says 'Time will tell*. 


More and more of the big operator* 
equip theit fleets with it Leadi ng v^ti- 
clc makers fit it As initial equipment. 
For wfiat Time and the fleet logbooks 
hare told of Exide KHV is this: here 
is the battery it pays best to use! 


(Silf-cflflct) 


Above: Another tyre advert. Another lorry we can actually recognise! It 
is of course an ERF fitted with Gerald Broadbent’s ‘KV’ cab. It could be 
that the ad agency didn’t have access to a REAL lorry, here, however. 

It looks like they have gone to the nearest toy shop and purchased a 
Corgi Toys model. The ‘Artist’s Impression’depicts a well-sheeted load 
on a‘high speed’night run. Again, the‘product’-‘US Royal’tyres, get the 
more focused rendition. 

28 June 18 


Above: BTR ‘Gilt-Edged’ jobbies were what you needed when the road 
demanded ‘Sure-Footed’tyres, the readers of‘Motor Commerce’ magazine 
were informed back in October 1947. In fact, at that time, ANY new tyre 
would have been Like Hen’s Teeth - hard to find at any price. The ‘Artist’s 
Impression’ has a distinctive pre-war feel to it - a exposed wing cabriolet 
car passing what Looks like an articulated AEC on an otherwise deserted 
British highway. If it wasn’t so hilly, it could have been the main Al! 

www.roadscene.com 


Right: There’s no mistaking the make of this articulated 
Lorry either - it’s clearly a Bedford and the commercial artist’ 
has done a pretty good job of capturing the atmosphere 
of a period haulage depot back in 1956. Here, we see the 
customary command structure’of a suited, hat-wearing 
guvnor’ - he is sure to have a pipe on the go somewhere - 
together with a cap-wearing‘foreman’discussing some vital 
issue while the driver and his mate do all the work.“What’s 
the hold up, Jenkins? Why are these chaps still here in the 
yard?”our man asks.“Well, sir, Captain Forbes, sir, we had a bit 
of trouble with the batteries. Had to go out and buy a set of 
brand new Exide batteries, sir,” our trusty servant mumbles. 
“Good God, how much did they cost? Money doesn’t grow on 
trees Jenkins. Remember that. Now has my Jag been washed 
and polished? I have an important meeting at the Golf Club.” 
(The Commercial Motor Sept 211956) 


group. Rubery Owen. GKN - one of the latest (and last) 
British manufacturing groups to lose control of it's own 
destiny. David Brown. Kirkstall Forge. Jonas Woodhead. Plus 
there were many more producing the larger components 
like chassis rails, axles, gearboxes and road springs. Then 
there were the British manufacturers of engines. Straight 
away, we all shout'Gardner'or 'Perkins'. But at various 
times, there would have been others, such as Meadows, 
Turner and Paxman. And before that? Petrol engines 
from the likes of White & Poppe - as well as a number of 
imported products mostly from the USA. It was the same 
story with gearboxes - David Brown, Moss or ENV might 
have sold the complete article, but many of the smaller 
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Only US. Royal tyres lake this tremendous 
punishment—and go on taking it / 
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Motor Commerce for October, 1947 
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WHEN THE ROAD DEMANDS 
'SURE-FOOTED' TYRES- 


BRITISH TYRE & RUBBER CO, LTD.. HERGA HOUSE. VINCENT SQUARE. S.W.l 

























sound engineering principles 

JACKS 



/Vo JackinX problem «« 


heavy that on EPCO u>on‘t lift it! 


No fancy 

Simple automatic ■«*""»* 
foolproof. byP*** 
operate reduction from 
f«V lift under no >0* d to 
slower worklnf *?*•* UB,Ur 
load. Oukk lift operate* 
with handle In any 
an d no matter how m-b 
the stroke 1* Ilmiwo. 



Above: However good the quality of the tyre - or its age - chances are a 
puncture will happen. Likewise, brake problems - or some other need 
to ‘Get Out and Get Under’, as the popular song of the era had it. To help, 
here we see an advert for the ‘Epco’ heavy-duty lorry jacks. Capacity of this 
Trolley Jack is 10 tons and that’s down to the power of hydraulics. Epco 
was based at the Star Works, Leeds 7. (Motor Commerce - October 1947) 



Above: We’re not too sure what make of van is represented here in 
this advert for‘North British Tyres’, but they at least featured that 
all-important word, that differentiated them from all those dodgy 
foreign imports -‘British’. The North British Rubber Company was 
based in Edinburgh and, as we can see, the‘Commercial Artist’was 
better at drawing tyres than vans! Was it supposed to be an Austin? 
Or a pre-war Canadian-style Fordson? 
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parts for these er, 'components' (or 
sub-assemblies, as we should really 
refer to them) would have actually 
been manufactured by another sub¬ 
contractor. 

And the bottom line to all this 
manufacturing malarky? All these 
raw materials, parts and components 
- not to mention wood for packing 
cases - would need to be collected, 
transported and delivered - mostly 
by lorry and van. Which, of course, 
created more business for those 
making lorries and vans! Note to 
present day politicians: this is what is 
meant by the term 'Industry'. People 
employed to make things which, 
thanks to added value within a 


national economy, create more jobs 
for people to buy more things. It's 
not the same thing as 'GDP' (Gross 
Domestic Product) which is mostly 
smoke and mirrors. 

Then, of course, we get to the 
suppliers of complete lorry cabs, or 
the pressings to make a cab. Boalloy. 
Jennings. Airflow Streamlines, 
Coventry Motor Panels, Willenhall 
(actually, the company was 
'Willenhall Radiators'), Briggs, Park 
Royal, Homalloy and into the GRP 
era with the likes of RTS Hackney. 

A look through a few dozen period 
commercial vehicle magazines will 
provide many more - some former 
old-fashioned coachbuilders from 


Left: Hardy Spicer of Witton, Birmingham, was one of the biggest and most 
significant ‘brands’ in the vehicle component supply industry. Here we see a 
well-designed corporate’ad from June 1953 informing the reader - the ‘readers’ 
in this case would have been the transport manager of a municipal, nationalised 
or company-owned passenger vehicle fleet - how Hardy Spicer prop shafts and 
Universal Joints were helping Coles Cranes (managed by‘Steels Engineering 
Products Limited’ - with members of the Steel family on the board, note) to sell 
British cranes to customers around the world. We see the iconic Dinky Toys model 
self-propelled yard crane, the lorry-mounted version (on what could be an Albion 
‘HD’ chassis and one that Hornby didn’t quite do - a rail wagon-mounted example. 
Director James Steel was so impressed, he wrote a ‘testimonial’ Letter. (Passenger 
Transport June 3rd 1953) 
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Right: Here we see a bold two-colour advert for‘All British’ 
Lockheed Genuine spare parts for vehicle brake and clutch 
systems.‘Bold’ because what printers refer to as a ‘spot’ colour 
advert would have incurred a considerable added cost back in 
1953. And also bold because the Layout is very well done for 
the era. Aside from the box of goodies, we see a Fordson ‘4D’ 
Lorry in the Little cameo drawing, being fixed in a workshop 
while the parts counter operative serves a pipe-smoking 
customer wearing a hat. Today, he’d be a vaping ‘hipster’. 


the horse-drawn era, hoping to cash-in on the boom in 
road transport during the 1920s and '30s. And others in 
the early post-war era, when there was another surge 
in demand. Helped by a reduction in credit restrictions, 
there was another era of growth in the late 1950s 
and early 1960s when all the vehicles purchased ten 
or 15 years earlier were finally worn out and needed 
replacing. Many suppliers came. And then, as soon as 
the British economy faltered - as it always seems to do 
- they went. 


to help you maintain 
the world’s 

^safest 
brakes! 
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LOCKHEED SERVICE 1 

supplies these guaranteed spares 

LOCKHEED ‘READY-TO-WEAR 1 BRAKE SHOES 
LOCKHEED BRAKE FLUID 
LOCKHEED BRAKE SPARES 

mm 


LOOK FOR THE LOCKHEED NAME 

QMQTt V E PRODUCTS CO LTD > T A r u a 0 XT.,™*'"' 

OO LTD TACHBROOK ROAD ■ LEAMINGTON SPA 


There is no substitute for 

CUPRINOL 


tor lasting preservation & economy 


because 

★ CUPRINOL it the most effective preservative known tor 
body timbers of coaches, buses, cars, commercial vehicles 
and caravans. 

★ CUPRINOL gives lasting protection fitnn all forms of Rot 
and Boring Insects, including the Termites found in 
tropical countries. 

★ CUPRINOL i' easy and quick to apply by brush, spray or 
immersion. No special equipment necessary. 

★ CUPRINOL- treated timber is clean to handle and can lx- 


painted, rcllulosed. varnished, polished or glued. 

* CUPRINOL was the original preservative based on metallic 
naphthcnaies which arc insoluble in water. 

* CUPRINOL has been developed and proved by every test 
over a period of 40 scar*. The incorporation of new 
toxic agents makes it even more effective today. 

* CUPRINOL i' manufactured up to a very high specification 
■ in excess of Government Specifications) arc! not down 
— a price. Refuse imitations which arc not Cuprinol. 


Full information, adrift and mpplia from tiu Mr Distributors: 

JENSON & NICHOLSON LTD. 

Jenson House, Carpenter s Road. Stratford. London. E.I5. 


LOCAL JOBS FOR 
LOCAL PEOPLE 

Another factor that we need to weave 
into this rich tapestry of manufacturing, 
supply and trade, is that of the commercial 
vehicle bodybuilder. Today, as a recent 
visit to the so-called 'Commercial Vehicle 
Show'at the NEC will confirm, there is but 
a handful of British-owned and controlled 
bodybuilders left in Britain. How it can be 
more economically advantageous to build 
a trailer, box body or tipper in Germany, 
France, Belgium or Holland and ship it over 
to the UK, than to build it here, is not really 
a suitable subject for Vintage Roadscene, 
but while it illustrates how being a 
member of the EU has helped decimate UK 
suppliers (who for political reasons would 
never manage to market UK-built products 
in those same EU National markets), it 
also helps us understand that, in addition 


Above: It Looks Like Fordson 4Ds were a popular option for the ‘Commercial Artists’ of the day - 
here’s another one featured in an advert for‘Cuprinol’. Not you understand because there was 
any wood in the Ford-made bit - the wood preservative was for keeping rot at bay in the timber 
dropside body. 


to the big names we've lost over the 
years - like all the traditional UK-based 
brands of lorry and van - we've also lost 
the hundreds of specialist component 
suppliers that provided them with parts as 
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June 3rd, 1953 


FOR WORLD WIDE SERVICE 

WHEREVER YOU OPERATE A FLEET BUY A 

BRITISH 

COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLE 

EQUIPPED WITH 


GIRLING 


THE BEST BRAKES IN THE WORLD 


HYDRAULIC 

BRAKES 

AND DAMPERS 

TO KEEP YOU 

Uhttf OatCZAeact- 




GIRLING LIMITED • KINGS ROAD 




Above: It seems there was 
something of a resurgence of the 
1930s ‘Buy British’ campaign in the 
early 1950s - doubtless to help 
keep our‘Balance of Payments’ 
under control -something that 
is never discussed these days, as 
nobody seems to care how much 
of our national wealth is drained- 
off by overseas interests. Why is 
that? Back in 1953, the reader 
was encouraged to buy a British 
commercial vehicle equipped 
with Girling hydraulic brakes and 
dampers.The generic drawing 
of a two-axle, tilt-bodied lorry 
speeding along, sadly, isn’t one of 
the better drawings of a ‘British’ 
lorry is it? 

Right: ‘Newton’isn’t a brand name 
we remember today, in the same 
context as Lockheed, Girling or 
Armstrong. But back in 1953, the 
company was a contender in 
the heavy-duty shock absorber 
market. Here we see some clever 
use being made of a collection of 
Dinky Toys single-deck coaches 
and the famous double-decker 
diecast models, with brand names 
written on their roofs. Dodge, 
Dennis, Leyland,Thornycroft, 
Daimler, Morris Commercial, Guy, 
Seddon, Crossley, AEC, Maudslay 
and Albion are featured. 
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NEWTON & BENNETT LTD 

VALETTA ROAD * ACTON - LONDON - Wj 
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well. Because their'customers' have disappeared. 

We'll take a look at some more publicity 
material put out by the various component 
manufacturers and suppliers of'usables'next 
time and ask whether, had things been done 
differently, might the British Commercial Vehicle 
Industry have survived longer - and might even 
have still have been in business today? 

Below: Remember those days? Journeys in winter, 
when the interior of a lorry cab would become a 
‘fog’ of misted-up windows and cigarette smoke? 
When it got so bad, the only way to see where 
you were going was to open the cab window - 
even in freezing cold, or wet weather? Here’s the 
‘modern’ answer. No, of course none of the vehicle 
manufacturers wanted to fit heater demister units 
- this was an after-market accessory that had to 
be paid extra for. The ‘KL’ demister was easy to fit 
in the spartan cabs of the day - although here, 
the advert encourages the reader to specify the 
heater/demister unit as ‘original equipment’ in 
buses and coaches, as well as other vehicles such 
as ambulances. The KL radiator blind was another 
useful extra to help a speedy warm-up - it helped 
the heater/demister do it’s job, too! 
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Alan Barnes charts the history of the company which made the Netherlands a commercial vehicle manufacturer. 


Above: A 5 ton semi-trailer, built in 1932. 


T he combined skills of two Dutch 
brothers, one a superb business 
manager and the other an 
engineering genius, eventually 
led to the formation of one of 
the world's leading truck manufacturers, 

DAF. 

While the business did not start full 
production of commercial goods vehicles until 
1950, the early development of the company 
can be traced back to the years immediately 
preceding the outbreak of World War I. By 
the age often, Hub van Doorne was already 
spending time working in his father's forge, 
probably at the expense of his schooling, as it 
would seem that he received very little in the 
way of a formal education. 

Following the sudden death of his father 
in 1911, young Hub continued to work at 
the forge, which was then being run by a 
tenant-manager. He rapidly developed his 
basic engineering skills and also learned how 
to handle different metals and understand 
their different properties. Unfortunately, the 
forge was closed at the outbreak of World War 
I, when the manager was called up for military 
service. 

With no financial backing and relying on 
his own engineering experience, although 
still only fourteen years of age, Hub made the 
decision to re-open the forge for business. With 


Above: The birthplace of DAF, Hub van Doorne’s first workshop, seen in 1928. 


the country experiencing wartime economic 
difficulties, this was not a good time for a 
fledgling business and the forge closed down 
once again later in 1915. 

To his credit Hub took other jobs with 
small engineering firms, although his lack of 
education and formal training counted against 
him. Another attempt at opening his own 
business, this time a motorcycle repair shop, 
also failed through lack of funds but, despite 
these setbacks, Hub continued to gain practical 


engineering experience. His undoubted flair for 
engineering eventually enabled him to secure 
a position as a foreman at an engineering and 
repair shop in Eindhoven. 

During his time at this workshop, he worked 
on the motor car owned by a Mr Huenges, the 
owner of the Coolen Brewery and Ice Factory. 
This was a fine vehicle, with a sleeve valve 
engine, built around a Stearnes-Knight chassis, 
but the engineers at the firm were finding 
some difficulty in finding the cause of a distinct 
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The DAF works seen in 1932. 


'knock' Hub volunteered to have a look at 
the car and, after a couple of day's work, Mr 
Huenges had his car returned to him in perfect 
running order. He was extremely impressed 
with the young engineer and made the offer of 
financial assistance, if Hub ever decided to set 
up a business of his own. 

It was lack of money rather than and lack 
of skill and ideas which had caused Hub's 
business problems in the past, so in 1928 
Hub and his brother Wilhemus accepted the 
offer of finance and set up a new workshop 
in Eindhoven. While the late 1920s and early 
1930s were years of economic depression, 
it seems remarkable that the two brothers 
enjoyed some considerable success as general 
engineers, designing and producing a range of 
machinery primarily for local firms. 

The loan from Mr Huenges was repaid by 
1930 and that same year a new factory was 
built and the workforce had increased to 40. 
The business also acquired a new name, van 
Doorne's Anhangwagen-fabriek, which soon 
became known by the three initials DAF. 

While general engineering had been the 
foundation of the firm's success, Hub was now 
looking to the future and concluded that the 
transport industry would offer opportunities 
for expansion. Well established firms had been 
manufacturing motor cars and commercial 
goods vehicles for well over thirty years, so 
DAF would be very much a latecomer to 
this industry. Initially Hub concentrated his 
efforts on the design and development of 
new agricultural trailers, incorporating a new 
lightweight sprung axle, on which he took 
out a patent. The business also produced 
heavyweight trailers for the road haulage 
industry, although these were based on 
existing designs. 
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Right: A DAF T50 tractor unit seen outside 
the newly completed works in 1950. 


Below: The DAF A50 chassis built from 1950; 
many were used as the basis for custom- 
built cabs. 


Development work began on a new 
lightweight trailer, as Hub realised that by 
reducing the weight of the trailer but retaining 
its strength, operators would benefit from the 
increase in payload. Several prototypes were 
developed, but nothing was brought to the 
market until 1934, by which time Hub had 
perfected his design. 

The new DAF featherweight trailer was 
exhibited at the 1934 Amsterdam Motor 
Show and certainly met all the objectives 
which Hub had set out to achieve. The design 


was just as strong as the heavy riveted steel 
designs, but the new trailer was nearly 40% 
lighter and also required less material and 
man-hours to manufacture. With a view to the 
wider European market, the trailer was also 
reasonably priced which led to an immediate 
flood of orders. Such was the demand that 
the existing production facilities had to be 
expanded, and in 1935 a new factory complex 
was built, so the company was able to produce 
400 trailers a year. 

With the success of the DAF range of trailers 
and semi-trailers, the two brothers began to 
consider the motor vehicle market, which at 
that time was dominated by mass-produced 


American imports. These vehicles were so 
cheap that they came to the decision that the 
time was not right to commit the business to 
the expensive development of a DAF motor 
vehicle. 

However, this did not prevent Hub from 
developing designs for motor vehicle 
components, lodging hundreds of patents 
for innovations, ranging from automatic 
fifth-wheel couplings, four wheel drive, 
road-rail containers and air braking systems. 
His reputation for innovation and excellent 
engineering design led to an approach by the 
Dutch Army.The military required a cheap, 
simple and rugged system, which would allow 
a light commercial vehicle to be adapted for 
off-road use. 

Hub rose to the challenge and, within a 
few months, had produced a prototype of 
the 'Trado', a four wheel drive bogie, for use 
on rough terrain. Testing proved the success 
of the design and, by 1936, production had 
begun at the Eindhoven factory. In fact the 
demand for the new bogie was such that four 
new assembly lines had to be opened for its 
production. 

This demand was due to the fact that, 



Above: A DAF brochure dating from 1950. 
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Above 1: A DAF A50 from 1950, fitted with box van body for a Dutch transport company. 2: A DAF A50 four-wheeled rigid, with dropside body. 

3: Another early DAF was the A10 parcel van chassis, this one with custom-built body for the police. 4: A heavier DAF A60 four-wheeler with a draw¬ 
bar trailer. 5: A DAF T60 tractor unit with a tandem-axle semi-trailer. 6: A DAF A50 with tipping body dating from 1952. 


although the Trado' bogie had been developed 
for military purposes, it quickly became clear 
that it also had applications for commercial 
vehicles. Soon the new bogie was being 
fitted to vehicles operated by construction 
companies, farmers, civil engineers and the 
forestry industry. 

Further work was undertaken for the Dutch 
Government Defence Ministry, which included 
the development and manufacturer of 
searchlight and anti-aircraft trailers, weapons 
carriers and bogies for artillery pieces. The 


company was also producing Humber 
armoured cars under licence, although having 
seen the vehicle, Hub immediately began to 
design his own superior version. 

This work resulted in the first complete vehicle 
to be designed and built by the company and, 
with the unveiling of the DAF M-39, the two van 
Doorne brothers had achieved their ambition 
of producing their own motor vehicle. While 
it may not have been the luxury motor car or 
goods truck that they originally envisaged, the 
impressive performance of the new armoured 


car was certainly an indication of things to 
come. The new DAF M-39 was such a good 
vehicle that the British Government requested 
that they be allowed to produce them under 
licence to replace the Humber! 

But for the outbreak of war in 1939, the M-39 
would have gone into full production but, 
with the country under German occupation, 
the DAF works was put under the control of a 
German engineering officer. Doctors declared 
that the van Doorne brothers were both too 
ill to work and they took little part in the day- 
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A1952 DAF T60 tractor unit with car transporter 
trailer, carrying six Hillman Minx cars. 



to-day running of the works. The workforce 
also proved to be uncooperative and the 
Eindhoven plant was largely given over to 
repair work and the manufacture of steel 
tank traps. The factory was not bombed by 
the Allies, as it appears that it was given little 
strategic importance, as it was not being used 
to produce armoured vehicles or munitions. 

While the two brothers may not have been 
actively involved with the DAF works during 
the war, they spent their time developing 
designs for new vehicles, machinery and new 
production facilities, which they hoped to 
apply to the business when the war came to 
an end. 

With the association having been established 
before the war, it was hardly surprising that, 
when peace came to Europe in 1945, the 
Dutch Government began to put pressure 
on the van Doorne brothers to re-vitalise the 


country's motor industry. Understandably, this 
pressure was resisted, as the vehicle market 
was flooded with cheap second-hand vehicles 
in the immediate post-war period. The brothers 
had seen this happen in 1919 and were acutely 
aware that rushing into new vehicle production 
would be unwise. 

However, these cut-price vehicles were 
playing their part in enabling haulage firms to 
re-establish their businesses and, while two 
brothers did not consider that the time was 
right to enter the vehicle market, they certainly 
realised that the demand for new trailers 
and semi-trailers would begin to rise. Large 
numbers of trailers were produced in the late 
1940s, with many being bought for use by the 
Dutch State Railways. Many were initially paired 
with ex-military Chevrolet and Dodge tractor 
units. 

Meanwhile, discussions with the Dutch 


Government continued, with the authorities 
keen to revive the country's motor industry, 
but the van Doorne brothers resisted any 
attempt at being rushed into things. They 
were experienced in both management 
and engineering, and recognised this as an 
opportunity, not only to arrange a considerable 
level of finance for their company, but also to 
create a modern Dutch motor industry. 

While discussions continued, Hub was already 
developing two new prototype goods vehicles, 
a forward control 5-tonner and a heavier 10 ton 
truck. These prototypes were ready fortesting 
by 1949, with the 5 ton truck proving to be 
the most successful design. Few modifications 
proved to be necessary before the new vehicle 
went into full production in 1950. 

In the event, two vehicles based on the 
prototype were manufactured, the 5 ton A50 
and a lighter 3 ton truck, designated the A-30. 
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Both were fitted with newly-designed forward 
control cabs, featuring a distinctive radiator 
grille with seven horizontal chrome strips. 
Unfortunately, the prototype of the 10-tonner 
proved to be unsatisfactory during testing and 
the design was eventually abandoned. 

Assembly lines were set up in the existing works 
and, in the middle of 1949, the first of the new 
vehicles were completed, with the first production 
truck delivered to its owner in September 1949. 
These were produced as the DAF 50 Series and 
were quickly followed by the 40 Series and 60 
Series, which were of a similar design. 

As production of the new DAF trucks got 
under way, the negotiations with the Dutch 
Government were concluded satisfactorily, 
and finance was available for the construction 
of a brand new works on the outskirts of 
Eindhoven. The new facilities were completed 
very quickly and were ready for production in 
April 1950. With the opening of the new works, 
came a change of name with the company 
now called van Doorne's Automobilfabriek, 
although the use of DAF initials continued. 

The company's progress was remarkable. 
Truck production had only started in the 
summer of 1949 but, by 1950, the company 
had brought a new works on stream and the 
range of DAF trucks included eleven rigid 
models, five tractor units, a pick-up truck and 
parcels van, as well as three buses. If the Dutch 
Government had wanted the van Doorne 
brothers to kick-start the country's motor 
industry, the two men had certainly delivered. 
With a view to the wider commercial market, 
DAF was also making specialised vehicles to 


meet customer requirements, while the chassis 
were also sold to allow customers to have their 
own cabs and bodies fitted. 

The company still had to rely on imported 
engines, which in 1950 were mainly proven 
Hercules and Perkins units, with readily 
available supplies of spare parts. Some models 
were equipped with Perkins R6 diesel engines, 
but these vehicles were not an unqualified 
success, while the heavy and more expensive 
Hercules diesel was not really an option. There 
is no doubt that Hub would have preferred 
to develop a diesel engine of his own design, 
but having to bring a new factory on line 
and develop the range of vehicles, he just 
did not have the time to devote to engine 
development as well. 

In 1951, the company was asked by the 


Dutch military to create a production line for 
a new all wheel drive vehicle which, thanks to 
the success of the 50 Series, created further 
pressure on production capacity. The DAF-1 
factory, the old works, and the new DAF-2 
works were both at full production, which 
necessitated the building of another new 
factory, next to the DAF-2 site, where the 
development work for the new military vehicle 
could be undertaken.This all-terrain 6x6 was 
developed under the code name YA-328, and 
Hub's new design proved to be another winner, 
which was used by the Dutch military for the 
next 20 years, with thousands being produced. 
Such was the demand from the services that, 
by 1954, the DAF factories were producing 
more military vehicles than commercial trucks. 
• The story continues next time... 
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T he eight-wheeler, with or without 
a draw-bar trailer, was generally 
the first choice for long distance 
haulage up to the mid-1960s, the 
advantages of artics being more 
appreciated for local work. 

It was the major change in the Construction 
and Use Regulations, favouring artics, with 
a significant increase in their permissible 
maximum length and Gross Combination 
Weight from 24 to 32 tons, which made the 
difference. That's not to say that, up to that 
time, artics weren't preferred for particular 
jobs, for example, there were plenty of 
tankers and, of course, low-loaders. 

Otherwise, the advantages of articulation 
tended to be more appreciated at the lighter 
end. In particular, the Mechanical Horse was 
used principally - but not exclusively - by the 
railways, which made use of interchangeable 
trailers, for a quick turn-round, as well as 


using a single vehicle for several different 
jobs. This idea was taken up by many 
other operators, but more with the lighter 
automatic coupling-fitted vehicles than at 
maximum weight with a fifth-wheel. 

We usually think of Scammell having 
brought the concept of articulation from the 
United States, where Knox had introduced 
the idea. Using a semi-trailer, with part of the 
weight imposed on the tractor unit, increased 
the possible payload, with claims of "7V2 tons 
at 3 ton cost and speed"for the Scammell 
'Flexible Six', the tractive unit and trailer 
generally not being parted at that time. But 
from the 1930s, when an eight-wheeled rigid 
could be teamed with a draw-bar or'dangler' 
at 32 tons gross, the artic lost ground. 

That's not to say there weren't plenty of 
artics around over the years and, until the 
licensing changes in the late 1960s, you didn't 
even need a special licence to drive a 'bender'. 


Above: Let’s go way back to the early days. Here’s a classic scene, with a trunk vehicle being 
unloaded into a local delivery van, which looks like a Ford Model TT Child & Pullin Ltd, of 
Ipswich, ran a daily service between there and Felixstowe and London, using this wonderful old 
artic. This was not what it might seem. The Ipswich registration, DX 8496, dates from 1930, but 
this was actually an older Straker Squire, which had been rebuilt, with pneumatics on the front 
axle, electric Lighting - including an extra headlight above the headboard, a wooden cab, which 
matches that wonderful bow-fronted wooden match-boarded van trailer. The company also ran a 
Scammell‘Flexible Six’dropsider, and yes, those are trolleybus wires for those amazing Ransomes 
single-deckers Ipswich ran for years. Collectors of‘Models of Yesteryear’will be interested that, on 
the building behind that trolley-wire standard, the name Fraser appears, as on the model Foden 
steam wagon... (CHC aaa299) 
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These days, we don't see many of the 
shorter'urban artic'types, other than where 
there are access problems, and you'll only 
see a Scammell automatic coupling at a 
preserved vehicle rally, but increases in 
permissible gross train weights, now up to 
44 tonnes on six axles, have made artics the 
obvious choice for long distance transport 
and many other jobs. 

Over the years, artics have been used for 
many different purposes, with specialist 
bodywork of all kinds, from caravans to 
tippers and bulk tankers and all sorts in 
between, and there are lots of pictures of 
hundreds of different artics in the archive, but 
here we'll mainly look at some 'middle-of-the- 
road'types, mostly vehicles in daily use. We'll 
get into more specialist fields another time... 


Left: Here’s one I couldn’t resist,‘The Foden 
6-Wheeler’, an articulated version of the 
‘Overtype’steam wagon, with horizontal 
boiler and water tank within the wheelbase. 
Like the Straker Squire, the solid tyres meant 
it was restricted to 12 mph, but wouldn’t it 
be great if there was a survivor of this model 
to appear on the rally fields? (CHC aaa754) 
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Above: I was going to write‘now for 
something more up-to-date’, but in reality, 
this is really anything but.‘Pelican’is 
the name of VYD 362 (Somerset, 1956), 
fleet no A209 in the fleet of Wincanton 
Transport, a Scammell coupling-equipped 
Albion Chieftain tractor unit. It’s coupled 
to a single-axle box van trailer, with 
refrigeration equipment mounted in the 
bow-front, which might have been ground¬ 
breaking in the mid-1950s, but looks most 
outdated now. (CHC aaa658) 

Left: More modern, but this picture was still 
taken something approaching 40 years ago. 
The Gardner-powered Atkinson Borderer, 
WRD 622J (Reading, 1971), of Kaelhurst Ltd 
of Liverpool - looking past the first flush 
of youth - is passing ‘MFI’ (remember the 
flat-pack furniture, with parts which never 
fitted together?) pressing on towards the 
M62, pulling a short skeletal trailer with 
an interesting curtain-sided 20ft ‘box’. (CHC 
aawl30) 



“Logbook driver,” says the Ministry man - every 
driver’s nightmare. Our man in the Telecom 
day-cab Seddon Atkinson 400 tractor unit, AYM 
223T (London, 1979), with a‘Tautliner’trailer, is 
lookmg_pensive, maybe wondering whether he 
would have been stopped if he’d had‘Busby’on 
the side of the trailer... (CHC aawl32) 





























Left: Do they still sell Smarties in those 
cardboard tubes? Back in the 1960s, these 
were made by cardboard box manufacturer, 
Robinsons of Chesterfield, and delivered to 
Rowntree’s - now taken over by Nestle, of 
course - using a large capacity van trailer 
like this one. With a load of empty tubes, 
the Lightweight chassis-Less single-axle 
trailer, apart from wind resistance, would 
have been no problem for the LAD-cabbed 
Albion Chieftain tractor unit, on contract 
from Spire Transport, Chesterfield, here 
on Nottinghamshire tradeplates, 307 NN, 
delivering the trailer to the maker’s stand 
at the Commercial Motor Show. 

(CHC aabl97) 




/*0 




Right: We couldn’t feature artics without 
at Least one ScammeLL, could we? Here is a 
24 Ton Highwayman, complete with a six- 
compartment tank trailer for The Distillers 
Company Ltd, once a Leading whisky and 
pharmaceutical company, taken over in 1986 
by Guinness in a deal Later found to involve 
fraudulent share dealing, but back in the 
early 1960s, a great Livery to have on your 
Commercial Motor Show stand. (CHC aai280) 


1: At the front of Earls Court - sadly, no more - waiting to go 
into the show, we have the British Trailer Company’s Thames 
Trader 6D tractor unit, on Lancashire tradeplates, 627TB, in 
the days when many motor businesses ran their vehicles 
un-registered. It was photographed delivering an interesting 
‘Airflow’ passenger trailer, only Legal for use off the road in 
the UK, at airports or Large factories, for instance. 

(CHC aarl06) 

2: Showing off its impressively small turning circle is this 
Karrier Bantam with a van trailer for‘Galvo’, the Tipton-based 
Wire Netting manufacturer. This was probably mainly to 
make best use of the space on the show stand, alongside the 
roller shutter-sided van for Zeller’s ‘Z Bread’. There’s an Austin 
K8 ambulance in the background, too. (CHC aau266) 

3: One more show scene; with a fascinating selection of 
vehicles in the background, here we have an Austin K4 
‘Birmingham Bedford’ - never as popular as a tractor unit 
as its Luton competitor - with an un-bodied artic trailer, 
showing off what Looks Like the Carrimore coupling system. 
(CHC aau282) 
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Above: A dockside scene new, with 
Grimsby-based McVeigh Transport’s LeyLand 
Comet, LEE 437 (Grimsby, 1958), with rather 
flat Load, possibly steel, under the sheets 
on a single-axle platform trailer.The 
vehicle has a fifth-wheel coupling, rather 
than the more frequently-used automatic 
coupling on an artic in this medium weight 
sector. (CHC aav794) 

Left: A British Waterways Bedford OSS artic 
unit showing off one of the advantages 
of articulation. The boat or barge is 
being unloaded onto multiple ScammeLL 
coupling-fitted trailers, which are being 
Lined-up ready for onward delivery. What 
Looks Like packaged plywood probably 
ought to be sheeted in our rainy climate... 
Apart from the Lack of rear mudguards, the 
Bedford is in pretty good condition for a 
yard shunter. (CHC aaxll9) 



In the early 1960s when most of the 
developing international road transport was 
on unaccompanied trailers, we see a Douglas 
‘Tugmaster’dock-spotter unit of London-based 
Regent Stevedoring, backing onto ‘Cerdic Ferry’, 
believed to be at Tilbury Docks. Notice that the 
British Road Services York single-axle platform 
trailer appears to be Loaded with a ‘Lancashire 
flat’, but it’s actually a Large steel fabrication, 
in the days when British industry exported its 
engineering products. (CHCaay257) 
























1: A couple of Lorry Driver of the Year views now. The driver of this Bedford OSS, JOG 7 (a Birmingham 1949 registration - just right for a modern 
runner’s Range Rover?), of Midland Counties Dairies, is using the same style of‘lean out of the door’ reversing style as the British Waterways driver - 
not Health & Safety Executive approved these days. Note the Oldham Batteries Morris Vz ton van in the background, and the ‘National Benzole’flags on 
oil drums - as planned for the LDOY revival at the Classic & Vintage Commercial Show at Gaydon in June. (CHC aafl42) 

2: What a vehicle to take part in an LDOY competition. The driver of this wartime Bedford OX tractor unit and ‘Oueen Mary’trailer, from RNAS Gosport 
has had to ‘jack-knife’ it to make one of the reversing manoeuvres. Pretty impressive just for having a go... Notice the line of six or so Shellmex-BP 
tankers awaiting their turn in the spotlight. (CHC aab253) 

3: Here’s a tractor unit which could have originally pulled a Oueen Mary trailer. The Commer N Series looks as if it still has its military-pattern front 
wheels and tyres, and that could be an ex-War Department trailer as well, with what Looks Like a Carrimore fifth-wheel coupling. In this mid-1950s 
picture, the whole outfit has obviously been working hard for some time for Morris Transport of Sutton Coldfield. (CHC aas738) 

4: It’s a classic scene, with an Atkinson Silver Knight Mk I tractor unit,SDM 938 (Flint, 1958), of Williams Bros of Oueensferry,with a platform trailer on 
‘four-in-line’oscillating axles, and a good Load of drums. Was this a posed picture? There’s certainly a queue of traffic behind the Atki, an Austin A40 
Farina, Post Office Telephones Morris Z van, ford Consul Mkl and Anglia 100E, Morris Minor van and Oxford saloon, with an Ariel Arrow motor-cycle and 
a Crosville Bristol Lodekka going the other way over the bridge, which might have been over the Manchester Ship Canal, but our publisher, who comes 
from the area, thinks this bridge crossed the original course of the River Mersey on Chester Road - more in next moth’s Letters pages... (CHC aaz648) 

5: An interesting scene at the Timothy Whites main warehouse at Basingstoke. A diesel-powered Bedford SST tractor unit, with ScammeLL automatic 
coupling, fleet no 235, NOU 224 (Hampshire, 1955), is being backed under one of the company’s step-frame van trailers. To the rear, there are two 
similar trailers coupled to Perkins diesel-powered Bedford-ScammeLL OSS units, JAA 635 and KOT842 (Hampshire, 1950 and 1952), plus a Austin FE rigid 
box van, fleet no 65,SCG 755 (Hampshire, 1957). (CHCaay462) 

6: Another classic step-frame box trailer, behind an early Bedford SST tractor unit,WMT 661 (Middlesex, 1952).‘Mobile Refrigeration Unit’is signwritten 
at the rear of the trailer, in case you didn’t notice the‘works’on the swan-neck, over the fifth-wheel. The spats’over the two rear axles just emphasise 
that unforgettable Wall’s Ice Cream blue and cream Livery. (CHC aba960) 
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Above: Mitcham, London-based showman, Harry Gray operated three SU-COEs. Although the 
registration plate of the one pictured here is not visible, it could possibly be NPA738 (Surrey,1948), 
probably soon after acquisition, as it appears virtually unchanged from its military days. 


In the previous five articles, Richard 
Furniss has looked at the various 
British-built vehicles supplied to the 
War Department during World War 
II which were subsequently used by 
travelling showmen, during the years 
following the end of the hostilities. 
Now we turn to vehicles imported from 
North America. 

A s the war progressed, it 
became obvious to the 
authorities that the UK-based 
manufacturers were unable 
to cope with the increasing 
demand for all types of equipment required 
to fight a successful campaign, including 
trucks and lorries. Consequently there was a 
need to obtain supplies from elsewhere. 

During 1941, before the United States 
had entered the war, US President Franklin 
D Roosevelt proposed a bill to allow his 
country to manufacture and supply war 
material, including trucks and lorries, to 
any country deemed vital to the defence 
of the US. Despite strong protests from 
isolationists, the Lend/Lease Act was 
passed by Congress in March 1941, thus 
starting a process whereby Great Britain 
of all of the allies became the greatest 
recipient, receiving a total of some $31 


billion worth of supplies during the 
conflict, including many thousand vehicles 
of all types. The Lend/Lease agreement was 
terminated in September 1945. 

Although a small number of lighter 
weight American trucks were used by 
the fairground business after the war, we 
are primarily concerned here with the 


heavier types, most of which were used 
by showmen in the capacity of heavy 
tractors used for towing duties, often with 
generators mounted in their bodies to 
power the rides that they had transported 
to the fairground sites. 

Possibly the most common of these 
American tractors was the FWD SU-COE. 
These vehicles were manufactured by 
the Four Wheel Drive Auto Co, based in 
Clintonville, Wisconsin. This company was 
set up during the early years of the 20th 
Century, and produced around 14,000 
vehicles for the military during World War 
I, with a large number being supplied 
to the British Forces. With the advent of 
World War II, the American company began 
producing the SU-COE, SU being the model 
designation and COE being an abbreviation 
of Cab Over Engine. 

Although the base vehicles were 
manufactured in Wisconsin, many were 
shipped to Wilson Motor Bodies in 
Kitchener, Canada, to be fitted with steel 
bodies. Others were fitted with wooden¬ 
sided general service bodies, very similar to 
those fitted to the AEC Matador, although 
a small number were fitted with other 
bodies. The SU--COE was supplied with 
permanent four wheel drive, and had a 


Above: What was probably the same SU-COE as seen in the first picture is shown here at Tooting 
Bee Common in 1952, sporting a well-lettered and Lined cab and body advertising Harry Gray’s 
business. (Rod Spooner) 
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Above: Pettigrove Bros’SU-COE,YBH 771 (Buckingham, 1956), with two 
generators mounted on its platform body, with the Gallopers centre- 
truck in tow, parked in a lay-by awaiting the pull-on for a fair, possibly 
in Beaconsfield. 


Above: Although Billy Smart is best known for his circus activities, he 
actually started his showland life in the fairground business. Here we 
see JPP 439 (Buckingham, 1947), named ‘The Princess’, one of around 11 
SU-COEs operated by Smarts, with the Dodgems Loads at Willesden, in 
ApriL 1949. 



Left: Eastern Counties showmen, Stanley Thurston & Sons, ran two 
similarly-decorated SU-COEs from around 1947, until the early 1960s. 

Pictured here is ‘Commando’, LPB 626 (Surrey, 1947), at Northampton in Above: Stanley Thurston’s second SU-COE,‘Monty’, FTM 336 (Bedford, 

1963. 1947), seen at Bedford in 1961. (David Springthorpe) 
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1: J P Collins’ SU-COE, MRE 997 (Stafford, 

1946), was Little changed from its army days 
apart from the Lettering. 

2 : George Redvers Wallis, better known as 
‘Livewire’, ran this SU-COE, GDM 286 (Flint, 

1949) throughout the 1950s and early’60s. 

It is seen here fitted with what appears to 
be an Albion radiator at Wythenshawe Park, 
Manchester, in March 1956. Its canopy was 
Later removed and a Maudslay radiator fitted. 

3: George WalLis’ second SU-COE, DRJ 142 
(Salford, 1948), is seen here with the 
Brooklands Speedway Loads, at Bury, in 
September 1958. At the time, unusually, both 
of George Wallis’ FWDs were painted white. 

five-speed gearbox, although apparently 
the fifth gear was blanked-off for military 
use. Some, but not all, were fitted with a 
winch, and a small number were fitted with 
smaller diameter wheels with twins at the 
rear. 

Unlike most of the American vehicles 
produced for the war effort, the SU-COE 
was right hand drive, with almost identical 
dimensions to the Matador. However, 
unlike the Matador, the majority of SU-COEs 
were fitted with an inefficient Waukesha 
six cylinder petrol engine of 8.3 litres, 
producing 126 bhp, although apparently 
a small number were supplied with 6 litre 


Cummins diesels. Whereas most were 
utilised as medium artillery tractors, others 
were used for towing plant trailers, some 
being fitted with cranes. 

After hostilities ended, the military soon 
disposed of the majority of the SU-COEs, 
through the usual dispersal sales, and I 
have records of over 100 which ended 


up in fairground ownership, though 
doubtless there were others. A number of 
circus operators also took to the SU-COE, 
with both Billy Smarts and Chipperfields 
operating sizeable fleets. Once again it is 
interesting to note that very few Scottish 
showmen purchased FWDs, likewise West 
of England-based showmen, who tended to 
favour load-carrying lorries as opposed to 
draw-bar tractors, although several of the 
iconic Scammell Showtracs ended up in the 
West Country. 

Others users included round timber 
hauliers, bus companies and vehicle 
recovery operators. Like most of the 
ex-military vehicles disposed of after the 
war, these tractors usually came in good 
condition, having covered low mileages. 
Many showmen replaced the thirsty petrol 
engines with more economical diesel 
engines, usually Gardner 5LW of 85bhp, 
or 6LW of 102bhp, commonly known as 

Left: Named ‘His Lordship’, after the Burrell 
Showmans engine previously owned by 
Silcock Bros, and fitted with the ‘feast crane’ 
from that engine, EED 779 (Warrington, 1946), 
is seen here, at Droylsden, in July 1958.The 
crane was used in the build-up and pull¬ 
down of the Venice Waltzer. 
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Above: Billy Williams from ‘Sunny Rhyl’ is known to have operated two or 
possibly three SU-COEs. Here we see his No 1 FWD ‘Little Billy’, CBN 189 
(Bolton, 1946), with the Big Wheel Load and caravan at Birmingham in 
June 1960. This is the tractor mentioned in the text as possibly for sale 
in 2014. 



Above: His Lordship was here coupled to the three Loads of the Venice 
Waltzer at Droylsden in September of the following year. 



Left: Arthur Silcock’s SU-COE, EKU 358 (Bradford, 1946), pictured here 
at Moston, Manchester, in July 1960, with the Ark Speedway Loads.The 
following year, this tractor was shown with a Scammell radiator, having 
also been fitted with a Gardner engine. 



Above: The partnership of cousins, Willie and Alex Wallis ran two SU- 
COEs. Here we see DRJ 104 (Salford, 1948), with the Dodgem Loads, at 
Bromborough, in 1952. Notice the single headlight and broken nearside 
windscreen. 


Above: Henry Thurston owned two SU-COEs at one time. Seen here is ANH 973 (Northampton, 
1947), with the Dodgem Loads, at Daventry in 1966. 


the'Showmen's Friend'The relatively low 
power of these engines, particularly the 
5LW, together with the legendary poor 
brakes of the SU-COE must have made 
driving these tractors with two or three 
heavily-laden trailers in tow a hair-raising 
experience, especially in hilly country. 

While the 1950s and '60s were the 
decades in which the greatest number 
of SU--COEs were to be found on the 
fairgrounds, during the 1970s, most 
were replaced by more modem vehicles, 
with almost all, I believe, having been 
disposed of by showmen by 1980. One 
notable exception is FOT 556, christened 
'Vanguard', used by James Noyce and Sons 
in conjunction with their Gallopers ride for 
many years. During the early 1980s, this 
FWD was used by Thomas Rawlins & Sons 
to accompany their Whirligig ride before 
being rallied by them. It was later acquired 
by Tommy Noyce, younger son of James 
Noyce who, together with his sons, has 
restored the vehicle to its former glory, 
and it is regularly seen on the vintage rally 
scene today. Tommy tells me that his SU- 


COE has received some half-dozen engine 
transplants in showland ownership, and 
is currently powered by a 6 litre Cummins 
diesel. Another ex-showland SU-COE 
possibly still in existence is CBN 189, one 


of two or possibly three operated by Rhyl- 
based showman Billy Williams. This tractor 
was offered for sale in, I believe, 2014. Does 
anyone know of its current whereabouts? 

Sadly there are very few of the over 2500 
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Left: ‘Vanguard’, FOT 556 (Southampton, 
1947), was operated by James Noyce and 
Sons for manyyears with the family’s famous 
Gallopers ride. It is seen here at the White 
Waltham Steam Fair in 1960. Notice the 
couple relaxing in the summer sunshine. 
(Rod Spooner) 


SU-COEs originally supplied to the War 
Department still in existence, whereas 
there must be several hundred of the very 
similar 9000-odd AEC Matadors still around. 
Next we will take a look at the wartime 
American Mack tractors which found their 
way onto the fairgrounds. 


• Many thanks to Stephen Smith and Kevin 
Scrivens of the Fairground Society for their help 
with the photographs included in this article. 


Right: Harris Bros of 
Ashington in Sussex used 
this Gardner-engined 
SU-COE, MPO 749 (West 
Sussex, 1951), in the 
family’s fairground 
business for a number 
of years, until the early 
1980s. It was Later fitted 
with a replacement cab 
and a timber crane. 



As mentioned in the text,Tommy 
Noyce often takes the restored 
Vanguard to*vintage vehicle and 
similar events. Pictured here, the 
FWD was at the South Cerney rally in 
August 2016. (Richard Furniss) 
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Colin Chesterman has come up with some interesting pictures of maximum capacity vans on Bedford chassis. 



Above: A Luton van based on a Lightweight 
Bedford TK chassis, with the smaller six-stud 
16 inch wheels for a furniture shop, Fords of 
Oakham, then in the county of Rutland. This 
was an early TK, seen from the ‘whiskers’ on 
the front dash panel above the grille, as well 
as the Layout of the sidelights and ‘winkers’. 


Right: A similar Luton van-bodied TK, 
dating from the early 1960s, this time for 
a furniture-maker based in Bridgewater, 
Somerset. 


F ollowing Andy Rust's pictures from 
the Bedford dealership in Norwich, 
here are some more vehicles 
supplied by dealers in the Leicester 
area. There is an emphasis on 
Luton vans here, an application for which the 
Bedford chassis was well-suited and popular 
among operators for many years, which is 
also reflected by these pictures. Bodies like 
this were typically used for the transport of 
comparatively light and bulky goods, which 
included furniture and shoes, for which 
these lorries were used. 
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4: A stylish-looking high volume Luton van, based on 
a heavier Bedford TK chassis, 829 BUT (Leicestershire, 
1962), supplied by Batchelor Bowles of Leicester, to J 
J Edwards, a removals and storage company based in 
Hinckley. 

5: Another very high volume Luton van body, in this case 
built by Whiteacres of Hanley, based on a Late Bedford 
TK1260 chassis, which has a very Long wheelbase, 
supplied by Erringtons of Evington,to a Leicester-based 
cane furniture manufacturer. More power would be used 
pushing that very un-aerodynamic square front against 
the wind than carrying the Lightweight products.The 
plain front panel above the grille, with the combined 
sidelight/indicator on stalks on each side, show up 
clearly on this Late model TK. 


1: A Line-up of six Later Bedford 
TK1260S, headed by GRY 310V 
(Leicester, 1979), supplied by 
Erringtons of Evington, fitted 
with box van bodies for Arrowfast 
Express Ltd, which had a depot in 
Crick, where the road-rail depot 
is now, and then specialised in 
services to and from Northern 
Ireland, but was since swallowed 
up by one of the major parcels 
carriers. 

2: The British Shoe Corporation 
had factories in Leicester, from 
where a fleet of vehicles Like this 
Late-model Bedford TK Luton 
van, MUT 392W (Leicester, 1980), 
delivered to the company’s shops 
across the country. 

3: This Luton van for a 
Birmingham removals company 
was based on another early TK 
chassis-cab, this time with a 
Longer - possibly extended - 
wheelbase. 
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Peter Love went to the Tractor World & Commercial Vehicle Show at Ingliston on March 24 and 25. 


T his new show took place in glorious weather, especially 
so early in the year for Scotland, at the Royal Highland 
Showground, Ingliston, Edinburgh. It was organised by 
Mark Woodward in co-operation with Kelsey Media, with 
over 8,000 visitors making this show a first time hit. 

There was stunning machinery, particularly vintage and classic 
trucks and tractors, the standard of restoration being very high north 
of the border. 

On the Saturday, the show featured a 1,200 lot commercial, tractor, 



Above: Looking a stunner is the Jim Nisbet & Son 1956 AEC Mercury. 
Jim certainly does a great job on all his restorations. 



plant, steam and truck models sale under Graham Burke of Pentland 
Auctions, the largest in Scotland for many years. 

There were some preserved commercials included, The 1950 Latil 
NOA 971 four-wheel drive Whitebank Farm timber tractor in older 
restored, but good condition sold for £8,000, along with a lovely ex¬ 
military 1944 AEC Matador timber crane in relatively good condition 
with a good cab frame at just £2,500 plus VAT. 

The 1939 Albion fire engine, DFG 497 in Fife Fire Brigade colours 
(seen last year at Glamis - Ed) got to £15,000 but was not sold 
On the Sunday, a good selection of preserved commercial vehicles 
added to the spectacle of this first event. After such a hard winter, 
everyone hoped for better weather, so they could bring their 



I Above: Show winner at Ingliston was the 1969 AEC Mandator artic of 
James McBride. 
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Above: Alistair Keir of Kintore’s Lightweight 1955 Seddon 6-tonner 
was another great vehicle. It would be 1956 when the company 
introduced the wraparound windscreen cab on its 6-7 tonner. 
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Above: The 1950 Meadows-powered LatiL four-wheel drive timber 
tractor ticked over well all day and sold for £8,000 in Saturday’s 
auction. 



Above: A star in the commercial vehicle Line was Jim Smith’s ERF 
EC10 hook-lift eight-wheeler. 


machines to the event - and they did! 

The Sunday drive-in worked well, although some of the 
commercials were present all weekend, Jim Smith's 1995 Cummins- 
powered ERF EC10, ex-Hunterston Power Station moving seaweed. 
Jim from Ayrshire was attracted by the roll-on roll-off bodywork, and 
rebuilt the ERF to carry his 12hp double high-pressure 1916 Ruston 
Proctor PDG class portable, called Portly Polly. 

The commercial vehicles were judged on the Sunday by well- 
known Scottish fleet operator Tom French and Russell McNab from 
the Ayrshire machinery club, who had both put much into making 
this show happen. The winner was the immaculate Ergomatic- 
cabbed 1970 AEC Mandator from James McBride and runner-up was 
the Ergomatic 1971 Leyland artic of Alex Anderson. 

But our favourite was the stunning light blue Ian A Shand 
from Edinburgh-owned 1961 Albion Claymore 4-tonner, with its 
underfloor engine giving it a low chassis frame making it ideal for 
parcel delivery work. 

In the models section, the display by P & L Whitehead from 
Lancashire stood out and deserved their award. It was pleasing to 
see such a good selection of model displays at this show and the 
organisers plan to extend this section next year with all commercial 
vehicle modellers welcome. 

The only downside to the show was the huge queues for food from 
only two outlets, not the organiser's fault, as Mark Woodward had 
told the showground, who arrange the franchise, that five outlets 
were needed. 

All in all, the show was a breath of fresh air and so congratulations 
to Mark Woodward and his team on an excellent first show., as well 
as the exhibitors and visitors who made it such a success. 


GCR Easter 
Festival 


Malcolm Ranieri went to the Great Central 
Railway's Easter Vintage Festival at 
Quorn Station on Sunday, April 1st. 



Above: This 1954 Gardner 4LW-powered ERF LK44, LRY 240, 
was first used by dealer Parrs of Leicester, then Cossington 
Commercials, as a stores vehicle into the 1970s, and rebuilt as 
it’s seen now after years out of use. 



Above: A fine 1928 Foden CType ballast tractor, seen beside the 
railway. 



Above: This 1948 Bradford utility was purchased in 1951 by the 
father of the present owner, who has driven 210,000 of‘Betsy’s’ 
320,000 miles, since passing his test in 1961. 
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Keith Baldwin visited the 20th Cumbria Easter Rally on April 1st. He says attendance was down on 
previous years, with fewer transport-related stands, and especially on the commercial side, but enough 
vehicles turned up to make it worthwhile. There was a well-patronised intensive bus service, with classic 
vehicles taking people between the various show sites. Here are some of his pictures. 



Above: An interesting 1966 ScammeLL Scarab mechanical horse, OGC 
968D. 



Above: A1930 Ford Model A, BF 8540, imported from Canada Last 
year, seen in the Livery of County Removals of Carlisle. 



Above: This 1933 Dennis 50 cwt platform Lorry is believed to 
have been a prototype and until recently resident at the British 
Commercial Vehicle Museum in Leyland, currently closed for 
refurbishment. 



Above: Two Lorries in the Livery of Buxtons of Longridge, a 1962 
Thames Trader, 813 FBF, and a 1976 Bedford TK, YAD 555S. 




Above: Operated by Cumbria Classic Coaches, who organised 
previous Cumbria rallies, JTB 749, a Burlingham-bodied 1948 AEC 
Regal III, is still in its original Florence Motors colours. 
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Gillingham Gathering 

An informal event is staged by CTP (Commercial Transport in Preservation) in several yards in an 
industrial estate by Gillingham station in Dorset, centred on Nick Baker's premises, after a road run 
from Warminster. This year's 20th event was on Sunday, 25th March and had a really nice atmosphere, 
according to Quentin Gallagher and Jim King, who both sent us pictures. 



Above: This 1954 FBW AN35V, now SSL 526, started Life with the 
Swiss Army as a mobile x-ray unit and moved on to the Swiss 
Meteorological Service before being auctioned off and coming to 
the UK. 



Above: This Daimler Y Type dates from 1915 and is said to be the 
oldest World War I military vehicle in private hands. 



Above: Ouentin’s favourite vehicle was the very original Leyland 
Clydesdale milk tanker, RPC 147X, in Owen’s Dairy Livery. 


Above: Jim photographed vehicles on the run from Warminster to 
Gillingham, including LYE 834, the 1951 Foden of J CLuett & Son of 
Stalbridge, Dorset. 





PW|| 


Above: The 1949 AEC Mammoth Major, JNY 484, of Mark Allen of 
Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts in Rosser of Pontlliw Livery was first seen 
part-restored at this event a few years back. 


Above: In BLackmore Vale Haulage Livery, the 1967 ScammeLl 
Highwayman ballast tractor, LKH 221E, belongs to Nick Baker of 
Gillingham, Dorset, in whose yard the event is held. 
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The Heritage Transport Day and South East Bus Festival and the Kent Showground, Detling, near Maidstone, 
on Saturday, April 8th, was the usual success, with all sorts of vehicles on display. Mike Forbes was there. 





Above: A varied Line-up of Lorries, a VoLvo F86 tractor unit, 1932 
Foden 6LW diesel, Foden FG, Land Rover, Bedford TK and AEC 
Militant. 




Above: Commemorating 60 years of the LeyLand AtLantean, 1013 MW, 
restored in its original Livery as Silver Star fleet no 42, seen with 
open-toppers, ERV 254D in Guide Friday colours and LDX 76G in 
Eastbourne Livery. 



Above: It’s good to see this early 1951 Duple-bodied Bedford SB, 
PPH 698, restored again in the Livery of H R Richmond (Later Epsom 
Coaches - recently closed down), severely damaged after its first 
restoration. 
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Gilder's Yard 

A new event was held at Gilder's yard at Teddington Cross, Gloucestershire, on April 8th, organised by 
Tony Francis. Malcolm Ranieri was there and photographed the vehicles arriving. 



Above: The smart M Tremayne Transport 1964 Atkinson eight- 
wheeler, 537 GYM, arrived with a Borderer and ERF 64Cu, in the 
same Livery. 


Above: The 1955 Foden S20-cabbed four-wheeler, PTL 55, of Mike 
Phillips, of Newport Monmouthshire. 






Above: 1 Robin Masters flying the BRS flag, with his Bristol HG6L eight-wheeler. 2: A Bedford KM, with a demountable body, in the Livery of H 
P Bulmers Cider. 3: An interesting Mercedes-Benz 306D platform truck in Gilder’s Livery. 



The annual gathering at Jacks Hill Transport Cafe on the A5 near Towcester took place on Sunday, April 16th. 

Malcolm Ranieri was there and sent us some pictures. 





1: Seen on the A5 approaching Jacks Hill is 
Bartlett’s Bedford J6 short wheelbase tipper, 
BUR 627B. 

2: A regular at Jacks Hill is this TS3-powered 
Commer artic unit, in the Livery of E H Lobb. 

3: More regulars, an Atkinson Borderer and an 
ERF E14. Tractor unit owners were asked to 
Leave trailers at home, to ease congestion in 
the vehicle park. 

4: E M Rogers brought along a Volvo F88 
and an F12, both of which had been used on 
international transport in their time. 

5: In the cafe vehicle park are seen P Arnold’s 
1938 Bedford WHG tipper, FKX 539 and AEC 
Mercury, 680 GTM, ex-London Brick and seen in 
our Road Haulage Archive issue, Well-Known 
Names. 
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The Solway Vehicle Enthusiasts Club held its 'Gathering of the Clans'event at the Lockerbie Truck Stop on Sunday, 
22 nd of April. Alex Saville reports. This is a free 'turn up and display'event which gets stronger every year. Modern 
Trucks, Vintage Lorries, Stationary Engines, cars, good food and a pipe band, what more could anyone want? The 
organisers are to be congratulated for holding an event as large as this, while the Truck Stop goes about it's everyday 
business, well done to them. Donations received are distributed to a number of good causes in Dumfriesshire. 



AiUUlCW ta’IUJil! 




I Above: ERF EC6 of Reive and Grossart of Abington, Lanarkshire. Very 
smart for it’s age, clearly well Looked after. 




Above: 1 ERF in the Livery of Niven of Palnackie, Dumfriesshire. 2: Well turned out Bedford TK from Bishop Auckland - you used to see them 
everywhere! 3: Young Mike Ponsonby, owner of M A Ponsonby Transport, is well-know for the immaculately well turned out Scania fleet seen all 
over Europe. He admired Dennis Smith’s Bewick fleet so much, he bought an Atkinson and painted it in that Livery, as a tribute to Dennis, whose 
equally well-turned out fleet was the equivalent of M A Ponsonby in it’s day. Well-deserved tribute, Dennis! 



Above: Gardener-engined Atkinson rigid in the Livery of J J Bateman of Aspatria, Cumbria, complete with Load for Cowans Sheldon, Carlisle. Been 
in there a few times, but alas, no Longer, it’s now a supermarket. 
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CTP Spring Road Run 

Malcolm Ranieri had been busy of late and so has the CTP (Commercial Transport in Preservation). 
He's sent us some pictures from the association's Spring Road Run on Sunday 22nd April, which started 
at Warminster, taking in Westbury, the Vale of the White Horse, Devizes and Seend, to end at Crockerton, 
with around 30 vehicles completing the 60-odd mile course. 




Above: Seen soon after the start in Warminster is the 1974 Guy Big 
J6 platform-bodied six-wheeler, GDN 323N, of Chris GouLd. 


Above: At the start at the Warminster Central Car Park is seen the 
1953 Austin Champ preserved by West End Garage. 



Above: At the same location is more recent 1987 Leyland Cruiser 
16-23 240 Turbo-powered tractor unit, E937MEU, with a tandem- 
axle platform trailer of Andrew Leonard. 



Above: In Bratton Village, Malcolm caught the 1991 Ford Cargo 
Flatbed, Hll CWS, complete with 1950s Fordson Tractor of Chris 
Holder. 



Above: 1 At the same Location, we see the 1959 Austin 302 Horsebox, 931 CTT, of Jeff Townsend. 2: The 1978 Leyland Octopus Tipper, WEU 
572T, of Andrew Heritage of Frome. 3: Here is the 1967 S36-cabbed Foden two-axle tipper, in Limmer & Trinidad Asphalt Livery of West End 
Garage. 
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Here is a selection of events being held during the coming month 
which we think will be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 



The season is well underway now, so here is a list of events, covering the weekends between the publication dates of this and the next issue. 

If you're organising an event which would be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers, please let us know the details for future diary pages. 
Hopefully, the weather will improve and everyone will enjoy their day out, wherever they go. Please let us know if you enjoyed an event - or were 
disappointed - and if you see anything interesting, send us a picture for our future Rally Scene pages... 


MAY 


18th May -THE SAMUEL LEDGARD SOCIETY ANNUAL FILM SHOW 
EVENING, The Grove Centre, New Street, Horsforth, Leeds, 0113 236 
3695 

e-mail: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 

www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 

19th-20th May - VINTAGE EXCAVATOR TRUST WORKING WEEKEND, 

Threlkeld Quarry, Threlkeld, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4TT, 01768 

779747 

19th-20th May - ISLE OF ANGLESEY VINTAGE RALLY, Anglesey 

Agricultural Showground, 07776 006111 

e-mail: vintagerally@angleseyvintagesociety.co.uk 

www.angleseyvintagesociety.co.uk 

19th-20th May -YORKSHIRE GAME & COUNTRY FAIR AND 

TRACTORS, Scampston Hall, Malton, North Yorkshire, Y017 8NG, 

01751 200839 

e-mail: info@outdoorshows.co.uk 
www.outdoorshows.co.uk 

19th-20th May - ST0NHAM BARNS STEAM & VINTAGE SHOW, 
Stonham Barns, Pettaugh Road, Stonham Aspal, Suffolk IP146AT, 
01449711111 

e-mail: events@stonhambarns.co.uk 
www.stonhambarns.co.uk 

19th-20th May - STEAM IN MINIATURE, Hollycombe Working 

Steam Museum, Iron Hill, Midhurst Road, Liphook, Hampshire GU30 

7LP, 01428 724900 

e-mail: info@hollycombe.co.uk 

www.hollycombe.co.uk 

19th-20th May - HOME FRONT WEEKEND, Amberley Museum and 

Heritage Centre, Station Road, Amberley, near Arundel, West Sussex 

BN189LT,01798 831370 

e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 

www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

19th-20th May -TATT0N PARK COUNTRY FAIR,Tatton Park, 

Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 6QN, 01206 263088 

e-mail: admin@oakleighfairs.co.uk 

www.oakleighfairs.co.uk 

19th-20th May - CASTLE COMBE STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY, Castle 

Combe Racing Circuit, Wiltshire SN14 7EY, 01454 294117 

e-mail: castlecombesteamrally@outlook.com 

www.castlecombesteamrally.co.uk 

19th-20th May - BON ACCORD VINTAGE COUNTRY FAIR, Lyne of 

Skene, Aberdeenshire AB32 7DA, 01224 790195 

e-mail: ba.eventsltd@gmail.com 

www.ba-events.com 

19th-21st May -TIMEWINDER NOSTALGIC FAIR, Amtsvejen 280 - DK 
3390 Hundested, Denmark, 0045 20241240 
e-mail: sl@timewinder.dk 
www.timewinder.dk 

20th May -W00DHALL SPA COUNTRY SHOW, The Showfield, Green 
Lane, Woodhall Spa, near Lincoln, LN10 6QY, 07519 319910 
e-mail: info@woodhallspashow.co.uk 
www.woodhallspashow.co.uk 

20th May- CHILTERN HILLS VINTAGE VEHICLE RALLY, Weedon Park, 
Weedon Hill, near Aylesbury, HP22 4NN, 07495 008472 
e-mail: adrian@ajf.clara.co.uk 
www.chilternhillsrally.org.uk 

20th May - JAGUAR ENTHUSIASTS CLUB, Crich Tramway Village, 

The National Tramway Museum, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, 
01773854321 

e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

20th May - I0W FESTIVAL OF TRANSPORT, The Railway Station, 
Havenstreet, Isle of Wight P033 4DS, 01983 882204 
e-mail: info@iwsteamrailway.co.uk 
www.iwsteamrailway.co.uk 


20th May - OPEN DAY, The Scottish Vintage Bus Museum, 
Lathalmond, 01383 623380 
e-mail: eddie-taylor@tiscali.co.uk 
www.svbm.org.uk 

26th May - LINCOLN AUTOJUMBLE, Hangar 1, Hemswell, 
Lincolnshire DN215T, 07816 291544 
e-mail: lincolnautojumble@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 

26th May- BESIDETHE SEASIDE, Crich Tramway Village, The 
National Tramway Museum, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, 
01773 854321 e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

26th May - THE AEC SOCIETY BOMBER COUNTY ROAD RUN, starts 
13.00 Newark Showground, Newark, Nottinghamshire NG242NY 
e-mail: rally@aecsociety.com 
www.aecsociety.com 

26th-27th May - AEC SOCIETY COMMERCIAL VEHICLE RALLY, 
Incorporating Bedford Gathering and all makes, Newark 
Showground, Newark, Nottinghamshire NG242NY, 07896 
085271/07504974776 

e-mail: d.hopkins5@sky.com oryellowayreliance@hotmail.com 
www.aecsociety.com 

26th-28th May - TREDINNICK STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY REVIVAL, 

Tredinnick, St Issey, Cornwall, 07960 462350 

26th-28th May -TROLLEYDAYS, The Trolleybus Museum, Belton 

Road, Sandtoft, Doncaster, North Lincolnshire DN8 5SX, 01724 

711391 

e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

26th-28th May - OVERLORD 2018, The Lawns, Denmead, near 
Waterlooville, Hampshire P07 6HS, 07562 329093 
e-mail: general@overlordshow.co.uk 
www.overlordshow.co.uk 

26th-28th May - ENFIELD PAGEANT OF MOTORING, Enfield Playing 

Fields, Great Cambridge Road (A10), Enfield EN13PL, 0208 3671898 

e-mail: whitewebbsmuseum@aol.com 

www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk 

26th-28th May - HOLLYCOMBE STEAM FESTIVAL, Hollycombe 

Working Steam Museum, Iron Hill, Midhurst Road, Liphook, 

Hampshire GU307LP, 01428 724900 

e-mail: info@hollycombe.co.uk 

www.hollycombe.co.uk 

26th-28th May - SMALLWOOD VINTAGE RALLY, Love Lane Farm, 

Betchton, Sandbach, Cheshire CW112TX, 07717 457715 

e-mail: ruthlancaster5@aol.com 

www.smallwoodvintagerally.co.uk 

26th-28th May - LAUNCESTON STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY, Fivelanes, 

near Altarnun, Cornwall PL15 7RR, 01566 779540 

e-mail: secretary@launcestonsteamrally.com 

www.launcestonsteamrally.com 

26th-28th May - 25TH STRUMPSHAW STEAM RALLY, Strumpshaw 

Hall, Strumpshaw, near Norwich NR13 4HR 

e-mail: michael.curtis4@gmail.com 

www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk 

26th-28th May - CUCKOO SPRING FAYRE, Laughton Showground, 

Laughton, East Sussex BN8 6BN, 01323 811264 

e-mail: laughtonshowground@gmail.com 

www.heritagefield.co.uk 

26th-28th May - SELWOOD STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY, Southwick, 

near Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA149RJ, 07986137871 

e-mail: Jennholten@outlook.com 

www.selwoodvintage.co.uk/index.html 

26th-28th May - CHIPPING STEAM FAIR, Green Lane Showground, 

Chipping, Lancashire PR3 2TQ, 01995 61866 

e-mail: marketing@chippingsteamfair.com 

www.chippingsteamfair.com/home 


27th May - FESTIVAL OF COUNTRY LIFE, Lamport Hall, Lamport, 
Northamptonshire, 07775 787907 
www.lamporthall.co.uk 

27th May - GUESTWICKTRACTOR RUN, starts 10.00 am, Station 
Farm Barn, Guestwick, near Dereham, Norfolk, 01362 684213 
27th May - STONHAM TRUCK SHOW, Stonham Barns Showground, 
Pettaugh Road, Stonham Aspal, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 6AT, 01449 
711111 

e-mail: info@stonham-barns.co.uk 
www.stonham-barns.co.uk 

27th May - 16TH CLASSIC CARS IN THE PARK, Hutton-in-the-Forest, 

near Penrith, Cumbria CA119TH, 01697 451882 

e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

27th May - BUS & COACH RALLY, Rural Life Centre, Reeds Road, 

Tilford, Farnham, Surrey GU102DL, 01252 795571 

e-mail: helen@rural-life.org.uk 

www.rural-life.org.uk 

27th-28th May - CARRINGTON RALLY STEAM & HERITAGE SHOW, 
Carrington, near Boston, Lincolnshire PE22 7DZ 
e-mail: hello@carringtonrally.co.uk 
www.carringtonrally.co.uk 

27th-28th May - ABERGAVENNY STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY, Bailey 

Park, Park Road, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire NP7 5PR 

e-mail: arena.steward@abergavennysteamrally.co.uk 

www.abergavennysteamrally.co.uk 

27th-28th May -MOTOR SHOW, Ragley Hall, Alcester, Warwickshire 

B495NJ, 01527 831726 

e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 

www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

28th May -17TH ANNUAL SUFFOLK AUTOJUMBLE, Church Farm, 
Kettleburgh, nearWoodbridge, Suffolk IP13 9JX, 01728 724858 
28th May - BUS RUNNING DAY, Oxford Bus Museum & Morris 
Motors Museum, Old Railway Station Yard, Main Road, Long 
Hanborough, Woodstock 0X29 8LA, 01993 883 617 
e-mail: info@oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 
www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

28th May - 33RD YORKSHIRE CLASSIC VEHICLE SHOW & CLASSIC 

LAND ROVER DISPLAY, Ripley Castle, Ripley, Harrogate, North 

Yorkshire HG33AY, 01697 451882 

e-mail: info@markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com 

30th May - MUSEUM EXPLORER DAY, Amberley Museum and 

Heritage Centre, Station Road, Amberley, Arundel, West Sussex BN 18 

9LT, 01798 831370 

e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 


JUNE 


1 st-3rd June - GRANTHAM STEAM & COUNTRY SHOW, Woolsthorpe 

Crossroads, Skillington Road, Stainby, Lincolnshire, 07881 600080 

e-mail: granthamsteam@yahoo.com 

2nd-3rd June - 4TH LECHLADE ANNUAL VINTAGE RALLY & COUNTRY 

SHOW, Rough Grounds Farm, Lechlade, Gloucestershire GL7 3EU, 

01993843221 

e-mail: info@lechladecollectorsclub.co.uk 

2nd-3rd June - WOOLPIT STEAM RALLY, Warren Farm, Wetherden, 

Suffolk IP143JX, 01449 737443 (After 7.30pm) 

e-mail: pceverson48@gmail.com 

2nd-3rd June - SOUTH MOLTON VINTAGE RALLY, Combsland Cross, 
South Molton, Devon EX36 3NW, 01271 378019 
e-mail: smvrccontactus@bormanweb.co.uk 
http://smoltonvintagerally.co.uk 

2nd-3rd June - TINKERS PARK RALLY,Tinkers Park, Hadlow Down, 
East Sussex TN22 4HS 
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A Bedford TK tractor unit, GBH 455N, and low-loader trailer we've not seen before on the Cheshire Road Run. More 
of Andy Taylor's pictures of this event next month. Wonder what other new restorations we will see at rallies in the 
coming weeks...? 


e-mail: info@tinkerspark.com 
www.tinkerspark.com/home/a-homepage-section 
2nd-3rd June - HESKIN STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY, Malt Kiln Farm, 
Tinklers Lane, Ecdeston, Lancashire PR7 5QY, 01257 267433 
e-mail: nuttyslack@hotmail.co.uk 
www.heskinsteamrally.co.uk 

2nd-3rd June - ST ALBANS STEAM & COUNTRY SHOW, Oaklands 
College (Smallford Campus), St. Albans, Herts AL4 OJA, 07896 
555097 

e-mail: enquiries@hertssteam.co.uk 
www.hertssteam.co.uk 

3rd June - N0RM0US NEWARK AUTOJUMBLE, Newark Showground, 
Newark, Nottinghamshire, 01507 529430 
e-mail: jtunnicliffe@mortons.co.uk 
www.newarkautojumble.co.uk 

3rd June -TT MAD SUNDAY VINTAGE SHOW, Doctor's Meadow, 
Castletown-by-Pass, Castletown, Isle of Man, IM91HB, 07624 
496870 

3rd June - NATIONAL METRO & MINI SHOW, British Motor Museum, 
(J12 M40) Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 01926 643357 
e-mail: shows@britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 
3rd June - 28TH TAVISTOCK STEAM FAIR, The Wharf & Bedford Car 
Parks, off Plymouth Road, Tavistock, Devon PL19 8AT, 01822 611235 
e-mail: simon.williams.robeytrust@gmail.com 
www.therobeytrust.co.uk 

3rd June - 36TH ANNUAL HCVSTYNE-TEES RUN, Stockton to Gypsies 

Green Stadium, Seafront, South Shields, Tyne & Wear NE33 2LD, 

01342894564 

e-mail: info@hcvs.co.uk 

www.hcvs.co.uk 

3rd June - CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW, Madeira Drive, Brighton, Sussex 
BN21AE, 01527 831726 
e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

3rd June - WELSH NATIONAL TRACTOR ROAD RUN, Llanidloes, 
01597810435/07721 910405 
e-mail: anne.trials@btinternet.com 
Admission: Free 

3rd June - 19TH HARDY COUNTRY CLASSIC TOUR, starts Hampton 
Farm Business Park, Higher Bockhampton, finish near Weymouth, 
Dorset DT28QH, 01305 260038 
e-mail: nickaplin336@btinternet.com 
www.transportofyesteryear.com 

3rd-4th June - INNISHANNON STEAM AND VINTAGE, Innishannon 
Showground (off N71), Innishannon, Co Cork, Ireland, +353 21 
4775808 

www.isvrally.com 

9th June - WHITWELL STEAM AND COUNTRY FAIR, Bury Lane, 

Codicote, near Hitchin, Hertfordshire, 07484327312 

email: richardhillcontractors@hotmail.co.uk 

www.whitwellsteamandcountryfair.com 

9th-10th June - CLASSIC & VINTAGE COMMERCIAL SHOW, British 

Motor Museum, (J12 M40) Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 01926 

643357 

e-mail: shows@britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

9th-10th June - WILTSHIRE STEAM AND VINTAGE RALLY, 

Rainscombe Park, Oare, Wiltshire 

www.sites.google.com/view/wapguk/home 

9th-10th June - MIDSUMMER STEAM SHOW, Amberley Museum 

and Heritage Centre, Station Road, Amberley, Arundel, West Sussex 

BN189LT,01798 831370 

e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 

www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 

9th-10th June - SILLOTH VINTAGE RALLY, Silloth Green, Silloth, 
Cumbria CA74BT, 07775 686857 
e-mail: info@vintagerally.co.uk 
www.vintagerally.co.uk 

9th-10th June - 10TH NORTH RODE VINTAGE RALLY, Station Road, 
North Road, Bosley, near Congleton, Cheshire CW12 2PH, 07759 
603168 

e-mail: jackie@branson41 .fsnet.co.uk 
www.northroderally.co.uk 

9th-10th June - STOKE ROW STEAM RALLY, Hill Bottom, 

Whitchurch Hill, Reading, Berkshire RG8 7PU, 01344 486634 
e-mail: amandawaistell@yahoo.co.uk 
www.stokerowsteamrally.com 


9th-10th June - WEST DORSET RALLY, The Showground, West Bay 
Road, Bridport, Dorset DT6 4EG, 07918 961095 
e-mail: Wdvtsec@hotmail.com 
www.wdvtsec.com 

9th-10th June -THORNEY OPEN FARM & VINTAGE WEEKEND, Park 
Farm, Sandpit Road,Thorney, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire PE6 
OSY, 01733 270298 

e-mail: office@parkfarmthorney.co.uk 
www.parkfarmthorney.co.uk 

9th-10th June - FIR PARK SHOW, Fir Park Transport Museum, 
Market Rasen, Lincolnshire LN8 3YL, 07767 092615 
e-mail: firparkairport@live.co.uk 
Admission: Free 

9th-10th June - ALDHAM OLD TIME RALLY, Chalkney Meadow, 
Colchester Road, White Colne, Colchester, Essex C06 2PP 
e-mail: secretary@aldhamrally.co.uk 
www.aldhamrally.co.uk 

9th-10th June - 40TH SOUTH TYNE RALLY, Tynedale Park, 

Corbridge, Northumberland NE45 5AY, 07555 106211 

e-mail: sttes@hotmail.co.uk 

www.corbridgesteamrally-sttes.com 

9th-10th June - 38TH SLAIDBURN STEAM & VINTAGE VEHICLE 

DISPLAY, Hark to Bounty Inn, Slaidburn, Lancashire BB7 4EP, 01200 

446605 e-mail: cptmcnamee@gmail.com 

www.slaidburnsteam.co.uk 

9th-10th June -TRACTORFEST, Newby Hall, Ripon, Yorkshire HG4 
5AE, 07544119555 

e-mail: theyvatractorshow@yahoo.co.uk 
www.theyva.com 

9th-10th June - DIG FOR VICTORY SHOW, The North Somerset 
Showground, Bathing Pond Fields, Wraxall, Somerset BS481NE, 
07968274480 

e-mail: info@digforvictoryshow.com 
www.digforvictoryshow.com 

10th June - P6 ROVER OWNERS CLUB, Crich Tramway Village, The 
National Tramway Museum, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, 

01773 854321 e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

10th June - COPYTHORNE STEAM & VINTAGE RALLY, The Scout Field, 

Romsey Road, Copythorne, near Southampton S040 2NZ, 02380 

814102 e-mail: joysellwood@outlook.com 

16th June - SCORTON STEAM, Woodacre Lodge Farm, Gubberford 

Lane, Scorton, near Preston, Lancashire PR31BN, 07772 264363 

e-mail: info@scortonsteam.co.uk 

www.scortonsteam.co.uk 

Admission: Adults: £10, Child (10-16) and concessions: £7, U10: free 
16th -17th June - TROLLEYDAYS, The Trolleybus Museum, Belton 
Road, Sandtoft, Doncaster, North Lincolnshire DN8 5SX, 01724 
711391 e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

16th-17th June - THE 39TH FOOTMAN JAMES BRISTOL CLASSIC CAR 
SHOW, Bath and West Showground, Shepton Mallet, 01507 529430 
e-mail: vbean@mortons.co.uk 
www.bccs.bristolclassiccarshows.com 
16th-17th June - WARTIME IN THE VALE, Ashdown Farm, Badsey, 
near Evesham, Worcestershire WR117EN, 07899 025091 
e-mail: amy@ashdowncamp.com 
www.ashdowncamp.com 


16th-17th June - WESSEX MIDSUMMER STEAM & VINTAGE SHOW, 
Semington, nearTrowbridge, Wilts BA146JR, 01225 754374 
e-mail: petergear@hotmail.co.uk Cost: None stated 
www.wessexsec.org 

16th-17th June - BOLNHURST VINTAGE & COUNTRY FAYRE, St 
Neots Road, Bolnhurst, Bedfordshire MK44 2ER, 07775 574395 
www.bolnhurstrally.org.uk 

16th-17th June - BELPER STEAM & VINTAGE EVENT, Salterwood 
Meadows, Street Lane, Denby, Derbyshire DE5 8NE, 07803 902053 
e-mail: info@belpersteam.co.uk 
www.belpersteam.co.uk 

16th-17th June - WOODVALE TRANSPORT FESTIVAL, Victoria Park, 
Southport, Merseyside PR8 2BZ, 01704 576122 
e-mail: info@woodvalerally.com 
www.woodvalerally.com 

16th-17th June -1000 ENGINE & VINTAGE RALLY, Astle Park, 
Chelford, Cheshire SK119AD, 01260 281378 
e-mail: info@1000engines.co.uk 
www.1000engines.co.uk 

16th-17th June HOLBEACH TOWN & COUNTRY FAYRE, King's Field, 
Ravensgate, Holbeach, Lincolnshire PEI2 8QG, 07971 498 638 
e-mail: holbeach@fensvintage.co.uk 
www.fensvintage.co.uk/shows/ 

16th-17th June - WARTIME IN THE VALE, Ashdown WWII Camp, 
Badsey Road, Badsey, Evesham WR117EL 
e-mail: alj78@msn.com 

17th June - MARSWORTH STEAM & CLASSIC VEHICLE RALLY, Startop 
Farm, Marsworth, Buckinghamshire HP23 4LL, 07947 573130 
e-mail: info@MarsworthSteamRally.co.uk 
www.MarsworthSteamRally.co.uk 
17th June - 5th VINTAGE & CLASSIC CAR SHOW, Prickwillow 
Drainage Engine Museum, Main Street, Prickwillow, Ely, 
Cambridgeshire CB7 4UN, 01353 720737 
www.prickwillowmuseum.com 

17th June - LINCOLN CASTLE RALLY, Lincoln Castle, Lincoln, 01522 
500566 

e-mail: info@lvvs.org.uk 
www.lvvs.org.uk 

17th June - HORSE TRAM DAY, Crich Tramway Village - The National 
Tramway Museum, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, 01773 854321 
e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

17th June - FATHER'S DAY RUNNING DAY, The Transport Museum, 
Chapel Lane, Wythall B476JX, 01564 826471 
e-mail: enquiries@wythall.org.uk 
www.wythall.org.uk 

17th June - CLASSIC VEHICLE CLUBS' DAY, Gloucestershire 
Warwickshire Railway,Toddington GL545DT, 01242 621405 
e-mail: marketing@gwsr.com 
www.gwsr.com 

17th June - 34TH HCVS RIDGEWAY RUN, Henley-on-Thames to 
Quainton Road (about 50 miles) starts 9.00 am, 01342 894564 
e-mail: info@hcvs.co.uk 
www.hcvs.co.uk 

17th June - BROMLEY PAGEANT OF MOTORING, Norman Park, 

Hayes Lane, Bromley, Kent BR2 9EF, 01959 541444 
e-mail: Bromleypageant@kelsey.co.uk 
www.bromleypageant.co.uk 
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BRAIN HAULAGE LTD 

A COMPANY HISTORY 1950-1992 

BY PETER SUMPTER 

OLD POND/5M PUBLISHING 

WWW.OLDPOND.COM 

ISBN: 9 781912 158164 £24.95 

A 130 page hardback book, telling the story of 
the company started by Charles Edward Brain 
in 1950, running tippers, which later played a 
significant role in the container revolution in UK 
transport. Peter Sumpter was a driver with Brain 
Haulage until it closed in 1992 and its unofficial 
archivist. The book contains his memories and 
adventures, based on his diaries from over 20 
years, remembering the vehicles and people, 
with over 300 unpublished photographs, 
showing many of the fleet, which for a long 
time were mainly Scanias. Chapters cover the 
early years, the development of the container 
work, international operations, the changes in 
the fleet over time, including a detailed list, the 



unhappy end and beyond. A good blend of 
personal reflections, plenty of historical facts 
and lots of great pictures of the vehicles at work. 
Recommended for anyone interested in the era. 



FIGHTING FIRE IN WARWICKSHIRE 
AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY by mike bunn 

EB BOOKS, ALCONBURY, CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

ISBN: 978-0-9934684-2-1 

£17 (INCLUDING UK POSTAGE) FROM M R BUNN, 24, HEATHER 
CLOSE, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON CV37 9DQ OR BY PAYPAL FROM 
M.BUNN1@NTLWORLD.COM 


This book tells the story of the fire service in Warkwickshire over the 
last 100 or so years, with emphasis on the wartime situation and 
the years since the County took over from the NFS (National Fire 
Service), right up to now. Within 156 pages, with 195 pictures, 15 in 
colour, the development of the service, including the Auxiliary Fire 
Service and works brigades, buildings, personnel and especially the 
vehicles are all discussed, with detailed listings and some accounts 


of particular incidents. All of this will be particularly interesting for all fire brigade enthusiasts. 



LEYLAND TORQUE NO 79 - SPRING 2018 

PUBLISHED BYTHE LEYLAND SOCIETY LTD, 

C/O VALLEY FORGE, 213 CASTLE HILL ROAD, 

TOTTERNHOE, DUNSTABLE, BEDFORDSHIRE LU6 2DA 

Free to Leyland Society members - £27 per annum (UK), apply to 
the Membership Secretary, Appletree Cottage, Lower Chase Road, 
Swanmore, Southampton S032 2PB, or visit the website www. 
leylandsociety.co.uk 

The latest Leyland Torque contains articles on Leyland vehicles 
in Iran/What Might Have Been', designs not put into production, 
bumper sections on'Odd bodies'and'Food forThought'and the 
usual range of items of interest to enthusiasts about Leyland 
vehicles through the years. 

The Leyland Society is planning major changes later this year, with 
even larger issues of the quarterly Leyland Torque, which will then 
also incorporate the contents of annual Leyland Journal. 






BIRMINGHAM BUSES AFTER WITHDRAWAL 

BY DAVID HARVEY 
AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, STROUD 
WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM 
ISBN: 978-1 -4456-7058-4 £14.99 


BIRMINGHAM 
BUSES AFTER 
WITHDRAWAL 


A rather sad book in a way, as is shows many disused buses and 
vehicles being scrapped, but it does a lot to show how and why 
vehicles are withdrawn by the larger operators, and what happens 
to them. The many pictures all have extensive captions, detailing 
the fates of the individual vehicles shown, as well as more general 
information, written by an acknowledged expert on buses in the 
West Midlands. 


DAVID HARVEY 



r \ 

NARTM GAZETTE - SPRING 2018 

- NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ROAD 
TRANSPORT MODELLERS 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY, COLIN FOSTER 
UNIVERSAL SOLUTIONS 4 BUSINESS LTD, 
UNIT D2 NEWTON BUSINESS PARK 
CARTWRIGHT STREET, NEWTON, HYDE, 
CHESHIRE SK144EH 
E-MAIL: NARTM@US4B.CO.UK 


MEMBERSHIP: £17 PER ANNUM (UK). 



F-R1L [o Marobert 


NART«»€4I< 
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National Association of 
Road Transport Modellers 

T FT? 
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- dedicated to the road m *‘* t “* f 



. NOT A l&t Of PEOPLE KNOW THtS... 
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- Conip&to with Alb)cr/ wni!s 
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With the usual mix of reports of meetings 
and articles on building model lorries, 
illustrated with lots of pictures of members' 
models, this issue of the NARTM magazine 
shows clearly how the association offers a 
lot of encouragement to modellers, whether 
experienced or not, with plenty of inspiration 
and motivation. 


THE ALBION MAGAZINE - 
APRIL 2018 

PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BYTHE ALBION 
CLUB, 7 JOHN STREET, BIGGAR ML12 6AE, 
SCOTLAND, PART OF THE BIGGAR ALBION 
FOUNDATION. 


This latest issue includes articles with lessons 
and pictures from the Albion Archive, Albions 
seen in films, a Lacre chassis with Albion 
engine discovered 'Down-under', plus the 
usual news of the club's members and vehicles, 
what's appeared in other magazines about 
Albions and more. Joining the club would 
be most worthwhile for anyone interested in 
Albions. 
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LEYLAND ATLANTEAN ODYSSEY 

BY MICHAEL DRYHURST 
BOWDEN PUBLISHING 
£8, PLUS POSTAGE, AVAILABLE FROM 
JB PHOTOCARDS, 21 FORDE AVENUE, 
BROMLEY, BR1 3EU 

This small A5 
format 44 page 
book includes 
90, mainly 
colour, pictures 
of the rear- 
engined bus, 
which did much 
to revolutionise 



passenger 
transport, 
paving the 
way for the 
large capacity 
'one person 
operated'double-deckers which are now the 
norm. With an introduction and informative 


captions, in the author's interesting style, 
there are pictures of Atlantean buses from 
the early days, unusual examples from 
the later days and vehicles overseas. An 
inexpensive way to commemorate 60 
years of the Atlantean in service for bus 
enthusiasts. 

f 

THE LONDON TO BRIGHTON 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES RUN 
1968-187 

BY DAVID CHRISTIE 
AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, STROUD 
WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM 
ISBN: 978-1-4456-8225-9 
£14.99 

In the usual Amberley format, with a short 
explanatory introduction and 180-odd colour 
pictures in the 96 pages, this book published 
on the 60th Anniversary of the Historic 
Commercial Vehicle Society, which organises 
the run, uses the author's photographic 
records of a good number of the events over 
20 years. In line with his main interest, most 
of the pictures are of buses, some not often 
seen these days, a few of them before and after 
restoration, some of them several times over 
the years, plus 
28 lorries and 
steamers. There 
are some good 
pictures, well- 
reproduced, 
which offer 
a bit of 
preservation 
history and 
perhaps 
some food for 
thought for us 
enthusiasts. 



EMVIDl CHRISTIE 

THE LONDON ID BRIGHTON 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES RUN 

1SS8 T01987 


BRITISH LIVESTOCK LORRIES 

BY BILL REID 

AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, STROUD 
WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM 
ISBN: 978-1-4456-7222-9 £14.99 


The other books in this series from Bill Reid cover individual 


BRITISH 

LIVESTOCK 

LORRIES 

BILL REID 


lorry makers, but this is about a type of vehicle. With a concise 
introduction and nearly 190 pictures of mainly cattle trucks, old 
and not so old, along with a few horseboxes and others, mostly 
in colour and all with informative captions, this book covers the 
subject well. Our readers have proved to be very interested in 
livestock vehicles, so this is bound to be a popular one. 




NATIONAL BUS COMPANY SERVICE 
VEHICLES 1972-1986 

BY MICHAEL HITCHEN 
AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, STROUD 

WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM ISBN: 978-1-4456-7905-1 £14.99 

Something a little different, bridging the gap between goods and 
passenger vehicles. The book covers a period when old buses 
converted to recovery vehicles were giving way to more specialised 
vehicles, but ex-military lorries, often ingeniously and attractively 
re-bodied, still undertook any heavy recovery, not just towing. There 
are also plenty of different small and medium service vans and 
stores lorries, and all in a whole range of different colour schemes - 
who said that NBC liveries were boring or standardised?This book is 
likely to suit a wide range of enthusiasts' interests. 


MICHAEL HITCHEN 


NATIONAL BUS 
COMPANY 
SERVICE VEHICLES 
1972”1986 




CENTRAL LONDON BUSES 1967-1987 

THE RT AND RM FAMILIES 
BY DAVID CHRISTIE 
AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, STROUD 
WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM 
ISBN: 978-1-4456-8025-5 £14.99 






Another of Amberley's many recent books on transport subjects 
and buses in particular, this title in the usual format is filled with 
pictures of buses in London - with plenty of attractive backgrounds - 
showing RTs and Routemasters in their habitat. A great collection of 
photographs to suit London bus enthusiasts. \ 


BRISTOL OMNIBUS COMPANY 
THETWILIGHT YEARS by Stephen dowle 

AMBERLEY PUBLISHING, STROUD 

WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM ISBN: 978-1 -4456-7342-4 £14.99 


This does the same job for Bristol bus fans as the London Transport book. 
About a quarter of the pictures are in colour, and they're not all NBC Leaf 
Green or Lodekkas, as they show many of the different types of bus serving 
Bristol, along with some service vehicles. Like the London books again, 
there is plenty here for enthusiasts right across the country. 



STEPHEN QQWLE 


■ Some other recent books from Amberley Publishing:- McGill's Buses, by David Devoy A look at the growth of the largest independent bus operator 
in Scotland, reviving an old company name. East London Buses 1970s-1980s by Malcolm Batten London Transport, London Country and other operators' 
vehicle are seen during an era of change. The Darlington Transport Company by John Carter The story of the rise and fall of the arms-length bus company, 
formed after deregulation and killed off by the Darlington Bus War. Northampton Buses by John Evans The history of the corporation buses in the town, 
up to privatisation and beyond. Ford Tractors by Jonathan Whitlam The history of another manufacturer's tractors in the informative series by the author. 
Yorkshire Traction Buses by John Law A pictorial history of the'Tracky'company and its constituents. Lancashire Buses in the 1980s byGoergeFairbairn 
The author photographed the changing bus scene in the area during the decade. 
























WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


BRS - SHATTERED DREAMS 

Unknown to me, while I was away down the 
road every night, my wife had put our name 
down for a brand new house on a new estate 
just a couple of miles outside the city of Hull. We 
were both shocked at how quickly our name 
came to the top of the pile. It seems there wasn't 
as much of a housing shortage in 1975 as there 
is nowadays and, within a few weeks, we were 
moving into our new home, with gardens to 
front and rear, our own garage and new schools 
just a few minutes away for our two young girls. 

This seemed like a dream, especially when I 
discovered that the Hull branch of BRS (British 
Road Services) was only a mere ten minute walk 
away, and a dream came true for me when I 
later secured a position at that branch. As I have 
mentioned many times in earlier articles, driving 
jobs were plentiful in the 1960s and 70s, and I 
had many, but to be a BRS driver was recognised 
as being the cream of the crop in my town. 

Deep thoughts ran through my head prior to 
my start date. Would I be taking out one of the 
Scammell Crusaders on the IOM (Isle of Man) 
Steam Packet contract, or maybe one of the 
Scania 80s that BRS were toying around with at 
that time. After all, I had driven plenty of Scanias 
and Scammells in my previous 10 years of 
driving prior to BRS in 1975. 

I was asked to report to the depot on the 
following Saturday morning with my night out 
gear, and to collect my vehicle keys and time 
sheet (tachographs were not needed back then) 
and delivery notes, ready for an early start on 
the Monday morning. For a moment, I thought 
I had taken a wrong turn and entered the local 
bus depot. Motors were pouring in one after 
the other, some loaded others empty, dropping 
off their trailers and joining the queue for the 
vehicle wash. 

I must point out that BRS Hull Branch did not 
pay more than ten hours pay per day. I was 
told this was because most runs were required 
to leave on Sunday for early Monday delivery, 
yet some drivers had gone up to three weeks 
without a Sunday run and only picked up 50 
hours pay in those weeks.'Ouch!'-1 was used 
to working up to 70 hours per week and being 
paid for it. I wasn't used to what I called 'short 
weeks'. Now back in my car, I drove slowly passed 
many of the parked motors, looking for the fleet 
number I had been given back at the office. 

I passed three Crusaders in their splendid 
orange and black livery with the simple lettering 
'IOM Steam Packet', written on the cab doors. 
Then came two Scanias in BRS red, then several 
Seddons in various colours. No luck as yet. 
Someone's having me on, I thought. When I 
finally arrived at the last motor at the bottom of 
the yard, a platform-bodied rigid four-wheeled 
Bedford, yes you've guessed it, the fleet number 
on the motor tallied with the number on my 

v 


time sheet. Oh well! At least it was a KM long- 
wheelbase in red and was new at that. Not a 
Bedford TK, like I drove years earlier and which 
gave me backache every time I drove it. 

Having thrown all my gear into the cab and 
checked the sheeted and roped load, I popped 
into the office to point out that the branch was 
asking for an experienced 'artic driver'. "Yeah, 
That's right driver,"came the reply. "If you haven't 
scratched it, bent it or rolled it, like some of the 
idiots that start here, you'll be upgraded. Now 
get home and ring us Monday!" 

But that's how it was back then. Almost every 
transport company had a four-wheeler rigid for 
new larkers'as it were'. This was to prove one's 
ability, prior to the HGV tuition and test, which 
I never had to take anyway. Yes! At the time 
everyone called it'Grandfather's Rights; but it 
wasn't a Grandad's licence then. Hell, I was only 
20-something when I received my lifelong HGV 
licence in the early 1970s. 

Fast-forward a month. No scratches, no dents, 

I was ordered to jump in the sole Ford D series 
artic, pulling a single-axle 28 ft flatbed trailer, 
fully loaded for Stevenage. Had the previous 
driver not turned up, I wondered? The reason 
why soon became clear. I had only reached 
Bawtry, when the damned thing boiled 
over, leaving me to walk over a mile to find a 
payphone. A local BRS fitter finally arrived, tilted 
the cab, messed around for ten minutes, shoved 
three gallons of water into the radiator, then 
handed me a list of all the BRS depots near the 
A1, en route to Stevenage. 

That round trip took me three days, causing 
me to threaten to walk out on arrival back home. 
The branch manager pleaded with me to stay 
and took me to a Seddon RR Eagle 32 tons gross, 
coupled to a 40 ft spread-axle flatbed trailer, 
the driver apparently leaving at the weekend. "I 
know it's only Thursday Brian, but take it now". I 
didn't need asking twice, but I did wonder at the 
time why not one but two drivers had decided 
to leave the great BRS a company I had always 
dreamt of. Once I had transferred my working 
gear over to the Seddon, I reported to the traffic 
office for instructions, wondering why the cab 
was in pale blue with no lettering other than BRS 
Hull Branch on the side edges of the trailer. It 
soon became clear. 

I had taken over a contract motor to'Mysons; a 
central heating radiator manufacturer who had 
hired their own 40 ft containers, all pre-packed 
with heating rads, as well as their own container 
lifter, capable of lifting up to 25 tonnes. The only 
snag was that these early electrically-operated 
rigs could only travel a few feet forward or 
backwards with no sideways movement. 

So reversing had to be spot-on, to allow the 
operator to drop the loaded container box onto 
the trailer twist-locks. 

In the early days before mass containerisation, 


twist-locks, or'pins'as we called them, were 
fitted onto the flatbed platform lorries and 
trailers.This was way before specialised'skelly' 
(skeleton) trailers, whose sole purpose was to 
carry one 40 ft or two 20 ft boxes. This allowed 
hauliers to carry a wide range of goods in the 
conventional way as well as containers. 

I actually loved the big Seddon and the 
contract, which took me the length and breadth 
of the country, with no re-loads and no clock 
watching, and yes, I did get many Sunday runs. 

But there was a massive downside, as there 
always is, and that was having to pull 20 tons of 
steel radiators from the front to the rear doors 
of the container without assistance. You soon 
learned that 40 ft is a bloody long way to drag a 
heavy piece of metal. I remember I actually lost a 
stone in weight in one month. 

Sadly, one year later in the year of the big 
heat (1976), I messed up big time, shattering 
my big dream. I had run up to Aberdeen on the 
Sunday and returned to Hull on the following 
Wednesday and, like clockwork, I swapped 
containers over at Myson's with a new load 
bound for Kent. On the way out, I stopped at 
Mayfill Transport Cafe near Goole for a late 
afternoon meal. I decided to take a lift home 
with one of my mates, who was returning to Hull 
to see the wife and kids, leaving my motor on 
the cafe car park for the night. 

Not a crime in those days, as nearly all HGV 
drivers did it at one time or another. A legal 
fiddle, we called it, catching an early lift with an 
outbound driver and being back in my truck 
at 5 am the next morning and arriving at my 
destination in Kent on time. Unfortunately, what 
I could never have forseen was that the manager 
of the Hull BRS depot attended a meeting at BRS 
Yorkshire head office, based in Dewsbury and, on 
his return at II pm, just happened to notice my 
motor parked on the Cafe car park, without me. 

When I returned to the depot on Friday, I was 
hauled into the office, to have my rights read 
to me and pointed out that I should have been 
further down the road.The shop steward tried to 
defend me, by stating that I had not broken any 
laws, only those made by BRS for fiddling a night 
out. Unfortunately, it was to no avail. The depot 
manager said he could not live with himself for 
what I had done. I was asked to clear my cab 
out and leave the premises. In other words I was 
sacked. A shattered dream over one silly mistake. 
Yet another driver departs BRS. It makes you 
wonder why. Yet again! 

Ironically, I remember the same driver that 
brought me home on that eventful night told 
me later that the same manager had passed 
away just three months after I left. Though I lost 
my income and dream job, I would not have 
wished such an outcome to occur. 

Brian Featherstone, Hull 
tass@tass.karoo.co.uk 
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DAVIS FAMILY VINTAGE COLLECTION AUCTION 


The Davis Family have decided to reduce their private vintage collection to enable 
a re-focusing of the collection including building the planned museum 


Saturday 16th June 2018, 10am,Viewing Friday 15th 
Sandhills Farm, Edgioake Lane, Astwood Bank, Redditch, B96 6BG 



Diamond T 981 6x4 Truck 
AEC Matador 6x4 Recovery 
Bedford FD Breakdown Truck 
Bedford 4x4 

Foden 6 Wheeler Dumptruck 
Mack 6x4 Truck 

Foden Generator C/W Ml<3 2 Stroke Engine 
Trailer Suitable For Steam Engine 
Jones Panther SelfTying Stationary Bailer 
David Brown Cropmaster 

E27N Major Petrol TVO Tractor C/W 2 Furrow Plough 

1942 Ransome AM54 Threshing Machine 

Massey Ferguson 750 Combine 

Fordson Major Quad Line Tractor c/wAuto Mower 

Winch 

Pre Force 5000 Quad Line Tractor c/wAuto Mower 
Winch 



2 x Ford 5000 4WD Tractors 
Ford 4000 Select-O-Speed Tractor 
Leyland 262 Tractor 

Nuffield Universal 3 (Live Drive) Tractor 
Fordson Super Major Tractor 
Ford 8240 Tractor 

Massey Ferguson 35X (Diff Lock) Tractor 

Ford 4000 Whitlock Digger 

Muir Hill III C/W Torque Converter 

CAT D8-8R Dozer With Hydraulic Blade 

CAT D8-22A Dozer c/w rope blade 

CAT D4 Dozer c/w Blade 

CAT D4 Dozer c/w Winch 

CAT D4D Dozer Wide track 

Komatsu D50 S Dozer 

CAT 621 Motor Scraper 

Alice Chalmers Loading Shovel 



c/w Winch & 4 In I Bucket 
Powerscreen Double Deck Live Head 
Fowler Challenger 3 c/w Meadows Engine 
Allis Chalmers Model K Crawler Tractor 
Fowler FD3 Crawler Tractor 
International TD9 Crawler Tractor 
David Brown 30TD Crawler Tractor 
International BTD6 Drott 
Blaw-Knox Grader 

CAT 435 Scraper Box, Birtley Scraper Box 
Onion Scraper box,Towed Vibrating Roller 
4WD Bray Loading Shovel 
Aveling Barford Master Pavior Roller 
Letourneau Trailed Ripper 
County CD50 For Spares/Repairs 
Michigan Loading Shovel 
Kelvin Boat Engine 


FREE ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE 


Visit our website for full details or contact Charlie Foyle 
or Graham Johnson 


auctions@malcolmharrison.co.uk, www.malcolmharrison.co.uk, 01630 674326 

All overseas buyers & buyers not known to the auctioneer must lodge a refundable deposit of 10% of expected spend, £1000 minimum, on registration by cash/ 

credit/debit card. 


^ MALCOLM HARRISON AUCTIONS ^ 



Insurance solutions* 
for classics and more. 


CLASSIC + MODERN CAR • CLASSIC + MODERN BIKE 
MULTI VEHICLE • COLLECTORS • KIT CAR • COMPETITION CAR 
MOTORTRADE • SUPPORT VEHICLE 



At FJ we understand every classic vehicle owner is different. 

With FJ+ you can add to your policy from a range of 
cover options* including ncluding agreed value, 
wedding hire, salvage retention and spare parts. 

Call our friendly UK team for a quote. 

0333 207 6022 or visit: footmanjames.co.uk 



2018 
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Service 

•kit-kit it 
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□ □(£)□ 



Footman 

James 

Specialist Vehicle Insurance. We share your passion 


*AII cover is subject to insurer's terms and conditions, which are available upon request. 

Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, 
Maidstone, Kent ME143EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be monitored or recorded. Sign up to our newsletteratfootmanjames.co.uk 
to receive updates on all the latest news, events, offers and competitions. FP ADGE691.9.16 


































HOWARD BROTHERS OF 
MELTON 

When I wrote about one of my neighbours 
who drove furniture vans for Hardakers 
Removals in Hull, I mentioned my other 
neighbour, who was also a lorry driver, 
and that I would write about him. Brian 
Featherstone's letter in issue 221 has 
spurred me into action. Can I just add that 
Vintage Roadscene is always a great read, 
but issue 221 was exceptionally good. 

Brian mentions Howard Brothers lorries 
and Capper Pass. My other neighbour, Pete 
Walton, drove a Leyland Octopus from 
about the mid-1950s for Howards. When 
he finished on long distance work in the 
late 1960s, he would have driven LAD and 
Ergomatic-cabbed Octopus lorries, as well 
as his first one. 

When we moved in next door in 1970, he 
was working in the yard at Cappers, driving 
a gulley emptier. Howard Bros also ran 
the internal transport fleet for Cappers, so 
Pete just moved over. According to Pete, 
there was only one Brother, Sid, when he 
worked for the company. He was under 
the impression the other brother had died. 
However, I know Sid had a sister, Molly, who 
was our post-woman for a while. If Sid was 
only half the character his sister was, he 
would have been a remarkable man... 

Howards ran Leylands until Cappers 
closed in 1991, but there were a few 
exceptions that I know of. Before we 
moved into our house, I used to see lorries 
outside his house on a regular basis, as 
I lived on the same road from 1948. No, 

I don't remember anything, even lorries 
from then. Pete had driven a Scammell 
Mk I Highwayman artic. It was OK, he said, 
but he did not drive it enough to really 
get the hang of the gearbox. Howards also 
operated at different times a Handyman 
tanker and an eight-wheeled rigid Atkinson 
tanker. They brought in acid for use in the 
smelting process. It seems strange today 
that, back in the 1960s, there were hardly 
any noticeable markings with regard to 
hazardous cargos. I do remember Cowburn 
and Cowpar Scammells going past the 
school. I those days, I could read from 
the school the sign on the tank:'Danger, 
Nitric Acid', but there were not many other 
companies using a sign so visible. As usual, 

I digress. 

My younger brother Robin worked at 
Cappers in 1969, during a student vacation. 
He told me that the works produced 
ingots of gold, silver, copper, lead, tin 
and aluminium, as well as iron, although 
the iron was not produced as ingots. He 
added that it was hard and very dirty work. 


Robin got the job through a friend of my 
mother's, whose son-in-law was I believe 
a senior manager at the plant. My mother 
told us one day her friend had told her 
that Cappers produced certain metals for 
the Royal Mint, at that time still in London. 
Mother said that lorries delivering to the 
Mint were supposed to use different routes 
to get to London, which I suppose in those 
days was regarded as a form of security. 

One day, after he had retired, I asked 
Pete about which routes he took. Only 
Pete could have come up with an answer 
I have always regarded as a gem. He said: 
"We went to the Mint mostly at night. The 
lorry would be brought home to Swanland, 
parked outside the house. I would leave to 
get to Rawcliffe, the other side of Goole, 
at the same time as Richardson's trunkers 
going to London. We usually had a pint in 
The Mermaid pub.Then I would travel in 
convoy with them all the way to London. 
They were a great bunch of blokes, we had 
a lot of laughs and I always thought safety 
in numbers was a good idea." He could be a 
bit'cavalier', but I think Pete was right in his 
thinking. 

I believe Brian Featherstone may have 
known Pete, as he always talked about a 
Charlie Featherstone, who was foreman at 
Tithe Farm in Ferriby. Can I assume this was 
Brian's Dad? 

One last story about Pete. Lorry driving 
before motorways and bypasses was 
undoubtedly hard. Capper's original factory 
was at Bristol, which shut in 1963. In his 
early days with Howard Bros, a lot of his 
work was to leave Melton with finished 
metal for London, then to the Bristol factory 
with scrap metal, unload, go to Avonmouth 
Docks, load with scrap metal for Melton and 
home. A hard week and no wonder he was 
muscular... 

Brian in his letter asked if I remember the 
'subbies'operating out of Earle's quarry. 

I remember Freemans of Brough, Ernest 
Wauldby of North Cave and my elder 
brother mentioned Howard Wilson. Another 
owner-driver operated an ex-military 
Bedford OY, well into the 1960s. I believe his 
name was Charlie Ward. In the churchyard 
at Ferriby is a simple wooden cross, and on 
it is written 'Charles Ward, Haulier'. I think 
this is a lovely epitaph. I also remember 
an LAD Albion artic from, I think, Penrith 
often being in the yard waiting to load. 
Richardson's trunkers took part loads to 
London. Father told us their shunt drivers 
would be moving stuff around, to get the 
Earle's load on. Then they would avoid 
the weighbridge, as they left the quarry. 
Different times, I suppose... 



The young lady's accident with the horse 
was truly awful. I was with some other 
Swanland pupils cycling home from South 
Hursley School. It was quicker that the bus 
and more convenient. When we arrived 
at the scene, there was no warning of an 
accident. The lorry, an ambulance and 
a lone policeman on a motorbike. I do 
wish the road had been shut, as they do 
nowadays. We did not realise what had 
happened until we got a bit further on and 
saw the horse. It would be fair to say that 
we were all in shock. I am never ashamed 
to admit that when I drive down Melton 
Bottoms, that poor girl always crosses my 
mind. It was an unforeseen accident- the 
wrong place at the wrong time. I apologise 
to Brian, but the lorry was a four-wheeled 
Commer - even 55 years later, it is 
imprinted on my mind. 

Lastly, my first form teacher at South 
Hursley was a Mrs Wilson. I held her in 
high esteem. More than once, she took 
the class down to the fence alongside the 
A63. We had to note what the lorries were 
transporting into and out of Hull. It was 
easy; the loads were not always sheeted. 

It was my sort of education and I do 
wish I had kept the notebooks we used. I 
remember Henry Long's AEC eight-wheelers 
and trailer loaded with wool, as mentioned 
in issue 221. Ashworth's, also of Bradford, 
used the same combination of lorry and 
trailer. 

With reference again to issue 221,1 am 
certain the first imported heavy lorry I saw 
was during my time alongside the A63. A 
chocolate brown Mercedes six-wheeled 
tipper, belonging to a company called Carr 
from the Leeds area was a regular sight 
during the latter part of my education. 

I never realised how the scene would 
change. 

I enclose the only photo of a Howard 
Brothers lorry I have, which is to my usual 
poor standard! The livery never altered, the 
picture dates from 1989,1 think. The Leyland 
Roadtrain would be the last type of Leyland 
used by the company, when Cappers shut 
down, Howard Bros disappeared from the 
scene, like so many hauliers. Brian was right, 
the load was never very high. 

John Wheeler, Swanland, East Yorkshire 
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Our members' vehicle insurance scheme is one of the best and vehicle 
recovery for all sizes of vehicle is included at no extra cost. 

Contact our Membership Secretary 
Tele No. 01342 894564 or e-mail info(5>hcvs.co.uk 

Registered Charity No. 271123 


HISTORIC 
COMMERCIAL 
VEHICLE SOCIETY 

Take a look at our website www.hcvs.co.uk 

HCVS Events June/October 2018 
Sunday 3 rd June - 36 th Tyne Tees Run 
Sunday 17 th June - 34 th Ridgeway Run 
Sunday 1 st July-Haverhill Historic Transport Rally 
Sunday 5 th August- 50 th Trans Pennine Run 
Sat/Sun ll/12 th August - 60 th Anniversary Rally at 
Hollycombe Steam Museum GU30 7LP 
Sunday 14 th October - 10 th Sprat & Winkle Run 


6© h 

anniversary 

1958-2018 



CPA Services Ltd 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 
Quality radiator restoration and repair service. 
For prompt personal service and advice please 
contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo charger, air brake, 
oil cooking and water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park Industrial Estate, Grantham NG319SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 Fax: (01476) 579 636 

www.cparadiators.co.uk 



ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally printed from 80p inc P&P. 
Free digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50 t 000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On-line or mail order 

SAE: NA3T(VR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN11 2DT 
eMail: info@na3t.org Phone: Bob 01903 235167 
Land, sea or air negative collections purchased 



TRANSCHEM ■ 

TRAINING LIMITED 


Training Centres at 
Warrington, Wakefield 
and Mobile 


ADR, DCPC, Forklift and DGSA 
Consultants 

Full ADR including Tank 
Module and Class 1 Explosives 
with 35 Hours DCPC £600 


Tel: 0151 488 0961 / 07915 610232 
www.transchemtraining.com 


To 

Advertise 
in Vintage 
Roadscene 
Call 
01732 
445325 




































(NOT SO) DISSATISFIED 
CUSTOMERS 

Having drawn swords with you earlier, I must 
write again having read the latest VR. Thank you 
for publishing my letter in full and your own 
very open and totally opposing views. The latest 
VR pleases me at its large historical content and 
I am not threatening to cancel my subscription, 
either for VR, or for Private Eye. 

By the way, in 1997, the firm Bassetts of 
Tittensor celebrated its centenary in the haulage 
business. Sadly, Bassetts was taken over a couple 
of years ago but agreed a permission to trade 
under its own name and colours for a further 
five years. Presuming all will continue until about 
2020 (I will check the precise date), it will have 
done 125 years. Would 'Roadscene interested in 
a celebratory article for the 125th? 

Stuart Shelton, via e-mail 

Thanks Stuart; and yes please; we would be most 
interested in an article on the history of Bassetts, 
a company which every reader must recognise 
- and as soon as you like; no need to wait for the 
125th! 

In reply to Stuart Shelton's letter, I think he 
should read the letters page of issue 222, to see 
how satisfied subscribers are with 'Roadscene 
magazine. I quote Bill Blackiefrom Australia:"By 
the way, I love the variety of articles in Vintage 
Roadscene, keep up the good work." 

I have to agree with him that Vintage 
Roadscene is one great magazine, with a great 
variety of articles. If the magazine concentrated 
only on the past history, it would soon lose its 
appeal. Rally scene images keep the past alive, 
likewise the model section does the same. I for 
one am a collector of model vehicles and model 
vehicles displayed on dioramas is another way 
of keeping the past alive. 

My diorama of Dawnston was featured in 
the magazine a few years ago, and maybe the 
revitalised Dawnston, which is currently being 
re-housed from my loft into my hobby house, 
will at a later date reappear in the magazine, 
along with Karensdale, a new 1960s farming 
diorama I am working on. 

So Stuart, it seems you could be on your 
own regarding your comments, 'Roadscene is 
one hell of a magazine, just as it is, and not full 
of boring ads selling things like certain other 
vintage and truck magazine's. Keep up the good 
work'Roadscene. 

Stewart Green, Southampton 

Regarding the letter page 63 on preserved 
vehicles, I am in full agreement with the 
principle, but perhaps not the way it was 
written. 

My view is there many magazines covering 


preservation (and not just from Kelsey. 

Therefore, I personally expect Vintage 
Roadscene to give full coverage of original 
views/workings/pictures etc that simply add to 
history of'what was'. 

Stuart Emmett, via-email 

You asked for feedback on Vintage Roadscene's 
contents. I have some sympathy for the 
correspondent who complained about too 
many rally photos and fake liveries, but we 
mustn't forget that at least these lorries have 
been saved from the scrapman - often at great 
cost to their proud owners. 

Otherwise, I'm very happy with your carefully- 
selected mixture of subjects -1 have to restrain 
myself from writing in every month, because 
there's always something that I can relate to and 
which brings back memories of my time on the 
road. 

In my opinion, you do your very best to 
satisfy our varied tastes. For instance, I'm 
not much bothered about ambulances and 
fire engines, while others won't share my 
interest (obsession?) in furniture vans and 
pantechnicons... especially Jensens! 

So I'd urge you not to make too many changes 
to what is already the best commercial vehicle 
magazine on the market. 

David Watts, Nottingham 
More from David next month... 

Having just finished reading the latest issue of 
Vintage Roadscene, what's not to like? 

I find all the road haulage magazines give a 
varied selection to everyone. I myself buy all 
the Kelsey Publications, plus Truck & Driver and 
Commercial Motor. Nobody can like everything, 
and as a retired driver of 42 years, they make me 
happy, in poor health and retirement. 

Richard Parkin, Honiton 

Issue 222 has just arrived and it has prompted 
me to write regarding the e-mail from Stuart 
Shelton. Surely the whole point of the magazine 
is nostalgia, which sets it apart from other 
transport related publications. It's not only 
about vehicles, it's about the memories of 
the people who drove them. It's about the 
wonderful archive photographs taking us back 
to the days when petrol was 7/6 a GALLON, 
when Ena Sharpies, Minnie Caldwell and Martha 
Longhurst ruled the snug at the Rover's Return 
in Coronation Street without killing each other! 
It's about the days before political correctness 
started to kill off the right to free speech. In 
other words: "My views can't possibly be wrong 
so if you don't agree with me it must be you 
that's wrong." 

As a regular contributor to the Modelscene 
feature in Vintage Roadscene, I try to offer things 


that are different, interesting, amusing and 
informative, quite different from articles you 
find in the model press. If all of my contributions 
featured buses, lorries, coaches and vans, they 
would become boring, hence the feature on 
Le Mans that Mr Shelton refers to. It is obvious 
that many readers are model enthusiasts too, 
the letter in issue 222 from Terry Giles includes 
a photograph of his model buses and coaches, 
and very good they are too! 

I think the balance is just right. I learn a lot 
from the articles on vehicle fleets and I love the 
archive material. IfVintage Roadscene became 
too obsessed with the number of threads per 
inch on the cylinder head studs of a Leyland 
PD2, I'd probably cancel my subscription. Keep 
the magazine just as it is! 

Graham Dungworth, via e-mail 

I agree with the comments of Stuart Shelton 
in the letters section of the May issue, that it 
would be better to leave out the Rally Reports, 
colourful as they are, as other magazines cover 
these in greater detail, and concentrate on 
articles of a Vintage nature, even though they 
may be in black and white. I am sure a lot of 
other readers will agree. 

The main reason for writing today is the article 
by Phil Reed about the Spanish Dodge tractor 
units. Like a lot of Continental vehicles, built 
by Fiat, Scania, Volvo and others, running at 
higher gross weights and speeds than were then 
permitted in the UK, they suffered many failures 
when operating in this country, because of the 
more arduous operating conditions. 

When I was Sales Manager at Kays of Buxton 
in the 1970s, I had a customer who wanted 
two Marathon tractor units but the six months 
delivery was too long for him. As we had an 
associated company - Kays Commercial Vehicles 
at Mackworth - who were Dodge dealers, I 
suggested two of the Dodges K3820P tractor 
units instead, as they were readily available. They 
entered service in August and September 1974 
and cost the customer £9.322.50 each ready for 
the road apart from Vehicle Excise Duty. 

They were among the early ones to enter 
service. I had ptos, pumps, aluminium oil tanks 
and fifth-wheels fitted before painting. This 
enabled them to operate with bulk tipping 
semi-trailers.They operated in the Peak District 
of Derbyshire and had a good performance on 
the hills, but soon lost work due to breakdowns 
and spares not being readily available. 

When the customer suffered for about nine 
months with no improvement, I suggested he 
wrote to Chrysler listing the failures and asking 
for compensation. 

We got out the vehicle records and listed 
dates and troubles with days lost for each 
vehicle. Then we worked out the standing 
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charges including vehicle excise duty, insurance, 
depreciation, etc and showed the driver's wages 
plus loss of profits. I believe this came to over 
£5,000. A representative of Chrysler came a few 
days later and went through the records and 
the claims. He noted on a few days there was 
no charge for driver's wages and the customer 
explained he had found other work for him on 
those days.The claim was agreed and, with the 
cheque, there was a letter stating that Chrysler 
were going to extend the Warranty by 12 
months on each vehicle and arranged for some 
modifications to be made. The vehicles settled 
down but were rather thirsty. 

I found the article on car transporters 
operated by A & C Mclennon of Spitalfields in 
the March issue particularly interesting, as I 
sold the AEC Reliance 470, AOM 260B when I 
was with AEC at West Bromwich. It was bodied 
by Carter Engineering Ltd, ofTamworth in 
Staffordshire, and I believe it had the largest 
car capacity of any car transporters previously 
made. 

Another article I found extremely interesting 
was in the February issue on Swagman Tours. 

I have great admiration for the owner, to have 
the courage to run a route through several 
countries, over indifferent roads and without 
assistance being available from vehicle dealers, 
as in this country. I would like to comment that 
the coach shown in the first four photographs 
is a Guy Vixen, not an Arab as I am sure most 
readers recognised. The other Guy coach 
owned was not a vertical-engined Arab but a 
horizontally-powered Arab UF. 

I have been asked by a reader about the 
Sunbeam engine in the Vixen coach and 
wondered if it had been re-engined. I explained 


that it was the original 3.7 litre, four cylinder 
petrol engine. Guy had fitted Meadows 4 ELA 
and ELV engines for 15 years and had bought 
many thousands and were the main customer. 
They were given permission to manufacture 
them and were given all the relevant drawings. 
The Guy Drawing Office re-drew them and gave 
them part numbers prefixed by GE. With the 
acquisition of the Sunbeam trolleybus business, 
they had a large machine shop, which did sub¬ 
contract machining for other firms to keep the 
Works busy when the building of trolleybuses 
was low. The building of the engines was given 
to them and they put a brass plate on the 
cylinder head reading Sunbeam Trolleybus 
Company and the engine number. 

I hope this information is of interest to 
readers, as there may be others puzzled by the 
reference to a Sunbeam engine. They did go on 
to develop a six cylinder version developing 90 
bhp, but although it performed well on the test 
bed, did not go into production because of the 
growing interest in diesel engined vehicles. 

Robin Hannay, Stratford upon Avon. 

Thanks for the extra information, Robin. So we 
have some opposing views on the content of 
'Roadscene - not very conclusive, so I think I will 
keep the balance of articles about the same, 
unless a lot of readers ask for a change. 

Having seen the letter from Stuart Shelton in 
the May 2018 issue, I thought I'd contact you. 

I've been an occasional reader of Vintage 
Roadscene (VR) for a number of years - 
occasionaly only because my local newsagents 
didn't stock it- but now that they do I get it 
every month. 


I do agree in part with Stuart's opinion. I 
must stress that I have no connection with the 
transport industry, although as a retired Custom 
Officer, I did work for eight years in the 1970s at 
the now defunct London International Freight 
Terminal in Stratford, which is now the site of 
the Olympic Park development. As a result, I 
became interested in road transport vehicles of 
that era, and it was this interest that led me to 
your magazine. 

I prefer to see articles about period vehicles 
and the accompanying photographs in VR 

The captions to these are always informative 
and the old photos show a wealth of 
details, not just of the vehicles, but also the 
backgrounds and areas that they worked in. 

For example, I found the item on the Lord 
Mayor of London Shows in a recent issue of VR 
facinating. 

I also regularly read your other titles, and I in 
these the articles on restorations are good too. 
The skill and resoucefulness of those takling on 
the restoration of older vehicles is great to see, 
particluarly when spare parts and new old stock 
parts are unavailable. The whole restoration 
scene though, can sometimes develop into 
something that can be perceived as a bit of an 
exclusive "club", which can put off those with 
only a basic knowledge and interest of trucks 
and old vehicles. That of course, is another issue. 

Both Heritage Commercials and Classic & 
Vintage Commercials cover this area extremely 
well, so perhaps Vintage Roadscene could 
concentrate on the historical side, as this is what 
it does best.. 

I hope this helps, 

Regards 

Richard Tyjas, Harwich, Essex 


AUSTIN CAR 
DETAILS 

In his article on Bedford 
coaches, Clive Baker made 
a passing reference to an 
Austin car with Burton on 
Trent registration, FA 5160. 

I am able to offer a bit more 
about the first five years of 
the history of that car, in 
that from new (late 1933) 
until October 1938, it was 
a brewery company car. 
Initially it was with Samuel 
Allsopp & Co, passing to 
Ind Coope & Allsopp Ltd in 
October 1934, when those 
organisations merged. In 
the Ind Coope and Allsopp 
era, it had fleet no 517, and 
was sold on to Burton on 
Trent dealer, Kennings. 

David Stanier, Derby 


KENT TRANSPORT 

Further to J D Wyman's letter in Issue 221/More from 
Kent & Sussex', with reference M R Austin's piece the 
previous month, as a Man of Kent, I am very interested in 
articles about transport in the area in the past. 

Mention ofthe'Transfesa Depot'in Paddock Wood, 
on the site of the old Atcost pre-casting factory in 
Lucknow Road, where the local gasworks once stood, 
brought back memories of my 24 years with Atcost, 
although never being based there, as I was employed 
at the Northern Factory in Co Durham, followed by the 
Midlands Factory in St Ives, finally being Construction 
Manager, based in Wiltshire. 

Sorry I digress, my home was once in Tonbridge and I 
well remember Jempsons of Rye, with its two-tone green 
livery, also Farrants of High Brooms with its Latil'tractor 
unit'for timber haulage, which compared with Baltic Saw 
Mills in Tonbridge, relied on horses for the same work. 

The mention of Guy Ants reminded me that Tonbridge 
RDC had one based next to the gasworks in the town. 

Other hauliers seen locally were Mustills of Five Oak 


Green, with a collection of four-wheelers, and BQC 
(British Quarrying Company) of Borough Green, with its 
six-wheeled AEC tippers. At that time, there were many 
lorries around the area, like G J Wright, the wholesale 
greengrocer, with Austin 'tilted'4 wheelers. You have 
already had photos of my attempts to model the fleet of 
Johnson Bros roadway gritters and SETAR. 

One final item to share, which may be of interest to 
readers. About 1945 the International Stores distribution 
depot was bombed in London, and one Leyland Beaver 
was based just beside our flat in the High Street, in what 
was an empty printing warehouse and, as a seven year 
old, I was allowed to watch the unloading, sorting and 
loading into the Beaver (the driver being Mr Long) for 
what I still remember were the various locations of the 
stores around the area, but the only one that has stuck 
in my mind is 10-2-10 (which was Tenterden, near the 
Sussex border) 

Thank you again for this iconic magazine to help the 
past being used to stimulate us oldies. 

Richard Digby, Thame. 
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SPITALFIELDS MARKET 


After reading the interesting article about 
Coventry's wholesale fruit and veg market 
in the April issue of Vintage Roadscene, it 
occurred to me that I had taken some pictures 
of the old Spitalfields fruit and veg market, 
while it was still in Central London. 

A large part of the market was in the public 
streets, bounded on one side by Commercial 
Street and by Bishopsgate on the other side. 
The new market is on the edge of Hackney 
Marshes, close to the Olympic Stadium. It 
moved some years ago now. 

I took these pictures at about midday, when 
the market had almost closed. 

Harry Coughlan, Rayleigh. 




NEXT MONTH*. 

BRITISH ROAD 
SERVICES IN THE1950S - 
SOME CLASSIC SCENES 

MACKS ON THE 
FAIRGROUND 

A SIGNWRITER’S TALE 

MODEL ROADSCENE 


BUxTvGHER 


LlAJLJUV'ar T V HM)p 

■OEEOMaSIU 

DELIVERING FOOD 






MORE • BUS WORKSHOPS 
• 1970S TRACTOR UNITS • DAF HISTORY 

JULY ISSUE ON SALE FRIDAY JUNE 15TH 

* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 
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WIN a Massey Ferguson 35! 

This is your chance to win an MF 35 in full working order. 

By taking part you will help the BOAT* charity 
continue its valuable work in developing countries. 

*Bicton Overseas Agricultural Trust 
Just £2 per entry - enter as many times as you like 

© KELSEY nedia 

working with and supporting 


BOAT'S Mission Statement 

To improve agriculture and livelihoods in the developing world by 
teaching trainers to train more effectively and training institutes and 
organisations to deliver better quality training through improved 
management. 

How to enter 

1) Online: http://shop.kelsey.co.uk/mf35 

2) Complete this form and return in the post 

3) Or visit our stand at one of the many agricultural events or steam and vintage rallies 

What does MF stand for in MF 35? 

Tick the correct answer 

A. Made for Farming □ B. Marshall Farmall □ C. Massey Ferguson □ 




Title:.First Name:.Surname:. 

Telephone:. 

Email:. 

Address:. 

..Town:. 

Postcode:.Country:. 


PAYMENT BY CHEQUE / DEBIT / CREDIT CARD 

I am paying £.for.entries (insert number of entries you would like.) 

Please debit my Visa □ MasterCard □ Visa Debit □ 

Card number □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 
Security number: □□□ 

Valid from./.Expiry date./. 


Please tick your machinery interests: □ Vintage □ Classic □ Modern 

□ HGV/commercial □ Other please specify. 

Which magazines do you currently enjoy reading. 

□ I am over 18 

We may wish to contact you regarding various special offers or promotions that we 
believe would be of relevance to you. Please tick the boxes that show us how you 
would prefer to receive them. 

□ Email □ Post □ Phone □ Text Message 

We will not pass on your details to third parties and you can unsubscribe at any time 


Closing date for entries: 
11th November 2018 



Signature.Date. 

til I enclose a cheque made payable to Kelsey Publishing Limited. 

Post your form, FREEPOST from within the UK, to: 

FREEPOSTRTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, Kelsey Publishing Ltd, Cudham Tithe Barn, 
Berry's Hill, Cudham, Kent TNI 6 3AG. 

No stamp required from within the UK. 

If posting overseas please send to: 

Win an MF35 Competition, Kelsey Publishing Ltd, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry's Hill, 
Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG, UK. 


Terms and conditions 

This promotion is run by Kelsey Media in conjunction with the BOAT charity. Entrants must be residents of the UK aged 18 
or over. Multiple entries will be accepted, each entry costs £2. The final closing date for entries is 11th November 2018. 
The winner will be drawn on 11th November at Newark Vintage Tractor Show. The first randomly selected, correct entry 
drawn will win and will be contacted immediately on the email address or telephone number provided. There is one first 
prize, which is a restored MF35 tractor. There is no cash alternative and the prize is not transferable. The winner will be 
published in the appropriate Kelsey Publishing titles and their websites. For full details view our Privacy Policy and full 
Terms and Conditions at kelsey.co.uk. Entrants will be deemed to have accepted these terms and conditions and agreed 
to be bound by them. 
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T he picture here of two Bedford 
TK tippers for Ramsden's of 
Penwortham, near Preston, 
fitted with Primrose third axles 
was with Colin Chesterman's 
Bedford-based Luton van pictures, but 
I'm sure he won't mind me using it here 
instead. Our Lancastrian friends obviously 
saw the potential to increase payload, 
while still operating what was basically a 
lightweight vehicle. The double dropsides 
must also have added to the flexibility of 
these vehicles. 

Malcolm Bates and I have been 
increasingly fascinated of late by all 
the adverts we've found in the old 
copies of The Commercial Motor and 
other magazines we've consulted for 
information for various articles in this 
magazine. Among them are those shown 
here, for both Primrose and York third axle 
conversions. 

The Primrose ad, from the May 27, 1960 
CM claims payloads can be increased by 
up to 50% with six-wheeler operation. 

The longer body length possible certainly 


23 


THE COMMERCIAL MOTOR 


M.«\ T7. I960 



PRIMROSE 3* AXLE CONVERSION 

Your payloads can be increased by up to 50 %. Change 
now to six-wheeler operation and enjoy the extra profits / 

★ Long body length—greater load capacity. 

★ Tested and acclaimed by the trade press. 

★ Available for many types of vehicles 


Ask your local agent or 
write direct for full details 
and literature 




CLITHEROE ROAD WHALLEY 
LANCS. Tel.: Whalley 3315/6.7 


Increase Payload! 


GROUP SALES 
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3rd. Axle 
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No wonder leading vehicle manu¬ 
facturers approve the YORK 3rd 
AXLE and so many users are switching 
to this fine design. 

Besides rugged design and 
precision engineering 
there is, above all 
things, an abundance 
of SAFETY inaYORK. 
For bigger payloads 
and longer bodies, 
specify YORK 3rd 
axle. 



No* — fast convenient ftBteNdttoMS ct 

LONDON • LUTON 
WARRINGTON • CORBY 

See jour truck dealer or contact 


* HO SWAY 

The YORK 3rd 
AXLE i* built into 
the chassis with 
huge long bearings 
and husky side 
brackets. 


farmyard - claiming many benefits of a double drive 
bogie at a fraction of the cost and weight. 

The safety aspect is emphasised again, with 'no 
hop' braking from York's third axle rocker beams 
balancing out brake torque reaction, keeping the 
tyres on the road. And Bedford parts are used for 
interchangeability and simplicity of maintenance. 

Pretty big claims, which obviously attracted plenty 
of operators. Whether there was a north-south divide 
between Primrose, based in Whalley, Lancashire, and 
York, based in Corby, Northamptonshire, or not is 
a matter for conjecture. The Primrose system looks 
simpler and therefore was probably cheaper. 

The idea of gaining a significant payload advantage, 
without moving to a heavier type of vehicle, certainly 
looked like a good idea. However, we've come across 
a number of comments in articles about operators' 
fleet histories, where the limited power of the 
converted lightweight vehicle has been considered 
to have struggled with the heavier loads. This is 
probably not such an issue these days, with so many 
commercials having more powerful engines, so the 
practice of adding an axle for extra payload capacity 
still goes on, rather than buying the manufacturer's 
own multi-axle chassis. 
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YORK TRAILER COMPANY LIMITED • CORBY • NORTHANTS 

builders of the great freight master 


would add load capacity. The ad also says the 
conversion was'tested and acclaimed by the trade 
press' and 'available for many types of vehicle'. The 
illustration of a Bedford S chassis/cab shows the coil 
springs and hydraulic dampers on the un-powered 
trailing axle added. 

The York ad from the same issue claims the 
company's third axle'boosts payload safely'. Its 
independent suspension is said to save frame twist 
and damage, and avoid 'hop'when braking with its 
balance beam design, as well as'sway', thanks to long 
bearings and 'husky' side brackets. So "no wonder 
leading vehicle manufacturers approve the York 3rd 
Axle and so many users are switching to this fine 
design". 

Four years later, in CM dated January 24,1964, 
the York ad features a customer's vehicle. There's 
a line drawing (based on a photograph, no doubt) 
of a Bedford TK/York six-wheeler, YNL 229, of 
Northumberland livestock haulier, TW Bell (Belsay) 
Ltd, of Stamfordham, who is claimed to benefit three 
ways from the third axle conversion:- 

With its 22 ft 6 ins livestock body, Mr Bell's Bedford 
can carry 250 lambs on triple decks and returns 14 
mpg on the Northumbrian hills! 

The York Air Load Transfer system can shift about 1 Vi 
tons of the payload from the third axle to the drive 
axle, to boost traction when needed, say, in a muddy 
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three ways on top 

and Air Load Transfer equipment. Mr. BeJf finds that he benefits 3 ways, her B ' s hp W 

B,ao £R — aso —- --- 

about fi tons nf The payload from the Third Axle fn the drive axfa- boosts traction 
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HOP BRAKING YORK Third! A*(e rocker baamsbalance 
out brake torque ^action, keep tyres 
El lured to the road. A nd Bedford brake 
parts are used for interchangeability 
and simjjjleity of maintenance. 
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Let YORft burld 
these benefits in to 
your [rocks. Write 
now Ipr a report 
on this vehicle EO’ 
gether with details 
and prices of the 
YORK Third Axle 
equipment. ilt 
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H. J. Pugh & Co. 


LEDBURY 
01531 631122 
www.hjpugh.com 


HAZLE MEADOWS AUCTION CENTRE, LEDBURY HR8 2LP 

M50 junction 2 only 4 miles. First annual collective sale of 


VINTAGE AND CLASSIC COMMERCIALS, 
PLANT, TRACTORS, SPARES 



SATURDAY 19TH MAY 10 AM 

Auction live and online for principal items. 



By instruction of Exors of Lawson Pritchard deceased 

LOWER BRYN FARM, LONGTOWN, HEREFORD HR2 ONA 

The entire collection of mainly barn find and hedgerow 

TRACTORS, VEHICLES, IMPLEMENTS AND SPARES 


SATURDAY 26TH MAY 10 AM 


If you have a single item or whole collection to sell please contact us. 

Pre sale appraisal available. All enquiries treated in strictest confidence. 

Follow our website for up to date information. Free Catalogue subscription and email sale notification service. 

Follow our website for up to date information. 

ON SITE PRE SALE ADVICE AVAILABLE. SINGLE ITEMS AND WHOLE COLLECTIONS DEALT WITH. 

ALL ENQUIRES TREATED IN CONFIDENCE, www.hjpugh.com 





















